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Saint, Sinner or 
Something Else

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

Comfortable in Contradiction



Ecclesiastes 3:1-15
3 For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under 

heaven:
2 a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up 

what is planted;
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to 
build up;



4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5 a time to cast away stones, and a 
time to gather stones together;

a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing;

6 a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast 

away;



7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to 

speak;
8 a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
9 What gain has the worker from his 

toil?
10 I have seen the business that God 

has given to the children of man to be 
busy with.



11 He has made everything beautiful in 
its time. Also, he has put eternity into 

man's heart, yet so that he cannot find 
out what God has done from the 

beginning to the end. 
12 I perceived that there is nothing 

better for them than to be joyful and to 
do good as long as they live; 

13 also that everyone should eat and 
drink and take pleasure in all his toil—

this is God's gift to man.



14 I perceived that whatever God does 
endures forever; nothing can be 

added to it, nor anything taken from it. 
God has done it, so that people fear 

before him. 

15 That which is, already has been; 
that which is to be, already has been; 
and God seeks what has been driven 

away.



THESIS

POEM

SUMMATION



V1 - THE THESIS
3 For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under 

heaven:



V2-8 - THE POEM
Be Born Die
Plant Pluck Up
Kill Heal
Break Down Build Up
Weep Laugh
Mourn Dance
Cast Away Stones Gather Stones
Embrace Refrain from 
Embracing
Seek Lose
Keep Cast Away
Tear Sow
Silence Speak
Love Hate
War Peace



V9-15 - THE SUMMATION
9 What gain has the worker from his 

toil?



V9-15 - THE SUMMATION
9 What gain has the worker from his 

toil?
10 I have seen the business that God 

has given to the children of man to be 
busy with. 11 He has made everything 
beautiful in its time. Also, he has put 
eternity into man's heart, yet so that 

he cannot find out what God has 
done from the beginning to the end. 



V9-15 - THE SUMMATION

12 I perceived that there is nothing 
better for them than to be joyful 
and to do good as long as they 

live; 
13 also that everyone should eat 

and drink and take pleasure in all 
his toil—this is God's gift to man.



11 If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him!                  

Matthew 7:11



45 For he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust.

Matthew 5:45b



V9-15 - THE SUMMATION

12 I perceived that there is nothing 
better for them than to be joyful 
and to do good as long as they 

live; 
13 also that everyone should eat 

and drink and take pleasure in all 
his toil—this is God's gift to man.



V9-15 - THE SUMMATION
14 I perceived that whatever God 

does endures forever; nothing can 
be added to it, nor anything taken 
from it. God has done it, so that 

people fear before him. 
15 That which is, already has been; 

that which is to be, already has 
been; and God seeks what has been 

driven away.



7 The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge;

Proverbs 1:7



"We are too insignificant to be of 
any great importance in God’s vast 
universe; He can do either with us 
or without us, and our presence or 
absence will not disarrange His 
plans." 

- C. H. Spurgeon



"To me, there is nothing more 
comforting than knowing that there 
is a God of providence who is 
aware not only of every one of my 
transgressions but of every one of 
my tears, every one of my aches, 
and every one of my fears." 

- R. C. Sproul



5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7If you had known 
me, you would have known my Father 
also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.”

John 14:5-7



Saint, Sinner or 
Something Else

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

Comfortable in Contradiction



Community Group Questions:

1)How have you been exposed to this passage of scripture 
in the past?

2)At what points in your life have you asked the question “Is 
it all worth it?”  What conclusion did you come to?

3)How do you feel about a God that blesses both the just 
and unjust?

4)Bill mentioned 2 types of people, “RollerCoaster” and 
“Train”.  Which are you and why?

5)In what areas of your life do you need to Trust God more?  
What behaviors are you going to change in order to do 
that?  How can this group help you?


