


Luke 15:1-32



Luke 15:1 Now all the tax-
gatherers and the sinners were 

coming near Him to listen to Him.
2 And both 

were grumbling, saying, “This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.”

Lost Sheep 
(v. 4-7)

Lost Coin
(v. 8-10)

Lost Son
(v. 11-32)

3 So he told them this parable:



4 “ of you, having 
a hundred sheep…”

8 “Or , having 
ten silver coins…”

11 And he said, “
who had two sons…”

Rhetorical

Direct



4 “What man of you, having 
a hundred sheep…”

8 “Or what woman, having 
ten silver coins…”

11 And he said, “There was 
a man who had two sons…”D
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4 “What man of you, having 
a hundred sheep…”

8 “Or what woman, having 
ten silver coins…”

11 And he said, “There was 
a man who had two sons…”

Increasing Value

“If 
this…”

“Then how 
much 

more…”



Parable #1: One 
lost sheep 



4 “What man among you, if he has a hundred 
sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open pasture, and 
go after the one which is lost, until he finds it?
5 And when he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 And when he comes home, 
he calls together his friends and his neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 
for I have found my sheep which was lost!’
7 I tell you that in the same way, 
there will be joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents, rather than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.



Parable #2: One lost coin



8 “Or what woman, if she has ten silver 
coins and loses one coin, does not 
light a lamp and sweep the house 
and search carefully until she finds it?
9 And when she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for 
I have found the coin which I had lost!’
10 In the same way, I tell you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.”



Parable #3: One lost son



“What man 
among you…?”

“…Or what woman…?”

“…A man had 
two sons…”



Lost Sheep 
(v. 4-7)

Lost Coin
(v. 8-10)

Lost Son
(v. 11-32)

105 words

78 words

537 words

(tension building)



31 …Jesus said to the chief priests and 
elders, “The tax collectors and prostitutes 

will get into the kingdom of God before you.”

Mt. 21:28 “A man had two sons.”

Luke 15:1 Now all the tax-gatherers and the 
sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.

2 And both the Pharisees and the scribes 
were grumbling, saying, “This man 

receives sinners and eats with them.”



The younger son

The older son

Tax collectors/sinners
The father

The Prodigal Son: An Allegory

God the Father
Pharisees/scribes



23 Then bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, 
and let's celebrate with a feast, 
24 for this son of mine was dead, and has come 
to life again; he was lost, and has been found.’ 
So they began to celebrate.

29 But he answered and said to his father, 
‘Look! For so many years I have been serving 
you, and not once have I disobeyed your 
orders; and not once have you ever given me 
a kid, that I might celebrate with my friends;

31 And he said to him, ‘My son, you have always 
been with me, and all that is mine is yours.
32 But we had to be celebrate and be glad, for 
this brother of yours was dead and is alive again, 
and was lost and has been found.’”



1. Acknowledge the ways that you 
fit the tax collector/prostitute/sinner 

profile. You, too, are a prodigal.
2. Recognize the ways that you fit the 
Pharisee/scribe/chief priests/elders 

profile. You, too, are a religious 
hypocrite.3. Take comfort in the fact that God, who has 

two sons, loves the one who stayed. But he 
compassionately welcomes the one who didn’t.

4. Be thrilled that God throws a 
party for each returning prodigal. 

5. Following God the Father’s example, 
patiently love the religious hypocrite even 

as you show compassion on prodigals.




