


“Lord, teach us to talk to you with 
confidence, so that the powers of 

darkness may be shaken…

…and so that you may respond 
with large answers to big prayers.”



“I maintain that people - truly born-
again, genuinely Christian people -
often do not pray simply because 

they do not feel like it. And the 
reason they don’t feel like praying 

is that when they do pray, they tend 
to say the same old things about 

the same old things.”
Donald Whitney, “Praying the Bible”

Problems of Prayerlessness

1. We don’t pray because our 
repetitiveness naturally bores us.



“Call to me and I will answer you 
and will tell you about things that 
you don’t understand.” (Jer. 33:3)

Problems of 
Prayerlessness

“…I am the LORD, the God 
of all flesh. Is anything too 

difficult for me?” (Jer. 32:27)

“Now to him who is able 
to do far beyond what 
we are able to ask or 
think...” (Eph. 3:20)

2. We don’t pray because our praying lacks 
vision, our low expectations are uninspiring, and 
we really do not expect God to do great things.



Problems of 
Prayerlessness

3. We don’t know what to pray for 
because our ‘God-talk' skills are 

undeveloped. Thus, the content of 
our prayer is childish and not mature.

For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought…
(Rom. 8:26)

“Lord, teach us to pray.” (Lk. 11:1)



Rom. 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 



Rom. 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
For we do not know what to pray for as we ought…



Rom. 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, 

27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God.

but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us with groanings too deep for words.



Rom. 8:28 And we know that, for those who 
love God, all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 



“…We do not know how to pray as we 
should…”

Rom. 8:26

“…We do not know what to pray for 
as we ought…”

Manner of praying

Content of praying

(NASB, NET, NJB, NRSV, JBP)

(CSB, ESV, NIV, NLT, KJV)
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Daily Briefs



Top Five

“Speak Lord. I’m listening.”
I Sam. 3:1

“Show me your glory.”
Ex. 33:18

“Teach me to pray.”
Lk. 11:1

#1

#2

#3

“Open a great and powerful door for the Gospel...”
I Cor. 16:9

#5

“Open my eyes….”
Psa. 119:18

#4



Anxiety, March 2017Anxiety, March 2017



Fear of Death, 
Easter 2017

Heb. 11:13 “These all died 
in faith… 20 By faith Isaac 
invoked future blessings…

21 By faith Jacob, when 
dying, blessed each of the 

sons of Joseph… 22 By 
faith Joseph, at the end of 
his life, made mention of 

the exodus…”



Worship: the 
solution for anxiety

anxious



When weakness is revealed



Outward Focus



Challenging Quotes



Increased Passion

passion




