
EPHESIANS
GOD’S NEW SOCIETY



Ephesians 1:15-23                                    
For this reason, because I have heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, [16] I do not cease to give 
thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, [17] that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, 



[18] having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
[19] and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might



The countless spiritual blessings received by being 
“in Christ” (vs. 3-14)
[5] For this reason
because I have heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love toward all the saints



In light of God’s extraordinary blessing 
and the readers’ experience of that 
blessing (in hearing, believing, and 
being sealed by the Spirit), Paul is 
moved to pray.                                        
– Clinton Arnold



because I have heard of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints



Colossians 1:3-4 We always thank God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love that you have for all the saints,

Philemon 1:5 because I hear of your love and 
of the faith that you have toward the Lord 
Jesus and for all the saints,



John 13:34-35 A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. [35] By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”



[16] I do not cease to give thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers,



Romans 1:9-10 For God is my witness, whom I 
serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, 
that without ceasing I mention you [10] always 
in my prayers, 

Colossians 1:3 We always thank God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you



Praying without ceasing means you never 
really stop conversing with God; you 
simply have frequent interruptions.

– Donald Whitney



[17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, 



The life of Christianity consists of possessive 
pronouns. It is one thing to say, "Christ is a 
Savior"; it is quite another thing to say, "He 
is my Savior and my Lord." The devil can 
say the first; the true Christian alone can 
say the second.

– Martin Luther



[17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, 



By this new title Paul wishes to emphasize 
the unique glory of God’s fatherhood as 
the archetypal fatherhood; as he says it 
Ephesians 3:15, all fatherhood in heaven 
or on earth is in one way or another 
derived from his fatherhood. 
– F. F. Bruce



[17] may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him



Isaiah 11:2                                               
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest 
upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the LORD.



John 14:25-26 “These things I have spoken to you 
while I am still with you. [26] But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance 
all that I have said to you. 

John 16:12-13 “I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. [13] When the Spirit 
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 
he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever 
he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 



[17] may give you the Spirit of wisdom
and of revelation in the

knowledge of him



John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that 
they know you the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.



[18] having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, 



You have eyes; God's grace has given them 
to you; but they are capable of additional 
power and force; and there is the telescope 
of faith, which you are allowed to use, 
which will enable you to see much more 
than you have ever seen as yet.

– Charles Spurgeon



[18] having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in 
the saints, [19] and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power
toward us who believe, 



What God Did In The Past
Ephesians 1:3,4- He chose us in Christ and 
predestined us in love
What God Does In The Present
Ephesians 7:7-11- He forgives our sin and gives us 
knowledge of Christ. 
What God Does In The Future
Ephesians 7:7-11- He will preserve our eternal 
inheritance until he gives it to us on the last day.

The Hope Of His Calling



Romans 8:28-30 And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. [29] 
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
[30] And those whom he predestined he also called, 
and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 



Ephesians 3:8 To me, though I am the very least 
of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach 
to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,

Ephesians 3:16 that according to the riches of his 
glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being,

The Riches Of His Inheritance



Knowing our spiritual poverty, we wonder how 
God can find any inheritance in the saints. Yet 
God can make riches out of poor men and 
women because He invests so much in them. 
He has invested riches of love, riches of 
wisdom, riches of suffering, riches of glory. 
These things accrue to a rich inheritance in 
the saints. 
– David Guzik



Ephesians 3:7 Of this gospel I was made a 
minister according to the gift of God’s grace, 
which was given me by the working of his power.

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us

The Greatness of His Power



What were we made for? To know God. 
What aim should we have in life? To know 
God. What is the eternal life that Jesus 
gives? To know God. What is the best 
thing in life? To know God. What in 
humans gives God most pleasure? 
Knowledge of Himself.                                
– J. I. Packer


