
EPHESIANS
GOD’S NEW SOCIETY



Ephesians 2:1-10                                      
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
[2] in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—[3] among 
whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.



[4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
the great love with which he loved us, [5] 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—[6] and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in 
the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 



[8] For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, [9] not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast. [10] For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them. 



[19] and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power toward us who believe, according to 
the working of his great might

that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead



Not only did God raise Christ from the 
dead by his mighty power; he has raised 
the people of Christ from the dead as well. 

– F. F. Bruce



And you were dead in the trespasses 
and sins
you once walked…
following the course of this world…

following the prince…
we all once lived…
carrying out the desires…



1 Timothy 5:5-6 She who is truly a widow, 
left all alone, has set her hope on God and 
continues in supplications and prayers 
night and day, [6] but she who is self-
indulgent is dead even while she lives. 



Before we look in detail at this devastating 
description of the human condition apart from God, 
we need to be clear that it is a description of 
everybody. Paul is not giving us a portrait of some 
particularly decadent tribe or degraded segment of 
society, or even of the extremely corrupt paganism 
of his own day. No, this is the biblical diagnosis of 
fallen man in fallen society everywhere.

– John Stott



And you were dead in the trespasses 
and sins
In which (trespasses and sins) you once walked…

following the course of this world…

following the prince of the power of the air



2 Timothy 4:10 For Demas, in love with this 
present world, has deserted me and gone to 
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus 
to Dalmatia. 
James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world.



1 John 2:15-16 Do not love the world or 
the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
[16] For all that is in the world—the 
desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 



[3] among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the 
desires of the body and the mind



James 4:1-2 What causes quarrels and 
what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war 
within you? [2] You desire and do not 
have, so you murder. You covet and 
cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 



following the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that is now at work in 
the sons of disobedience



For the person who fears God and loves his 
neighbor cannot be plagued by the aerial spirit of 
Beliar since he is sheltered by the fear of God. 
– Testament of Benjamin
1st Century Judaism

Protect me from every demon of the air.                 
– Papyri Graecae Magicae
1st Century Greek Scroll



[3] and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.



We declare, upon Scriptural authority, that the 
human will is so desperately set on mischief, so 
depraved, and so inclined to everything that is 
evil, and so disinclined to everything that is 
good, that without the powerful, supernatural, 
irresistible influence of the Holy Spirit, no 
human will ever be constrained towards Christ.

– Charles Spurgeon



[4] But God, being rich in mercy, because 
of the great love with which he loved us, [5] 
even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, 



With these two words we come to the 
introduction to the Christian message, the 
peculiar, specific message which the Christian 
faith has to offer us. These two words, in and 
of themselves, in a sense contain the whole of 
the gospel.                                                 
– Martyn Lloyd Jones
Commenting on the words “but God”



made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—[6] and raised 
us up with him and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 



John 5:21 For as the Father raises the dead 
and gives them life, so also the Son gives life 
to whom he will.

John 6:33 It is the Spirit who gives life; the 
flesh is no help at all. The words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life.



[6] and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 



Colossians 3:3 For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God.



[7] so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 



1 Timothy 1:16 But I received mercy for this 
reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display his perfect patience 
as an example to those who were to believe 
in him for eternal life.



When all the saints shall be gathered home 
they shall still talk and speak of the wonders 
of Jehovah’s love in Christ Jesus, and in the 
golden streets they shall stand up and tell 
what the Lord has done for them to 
listening crowds of angels, and 
principalities, and powers.                           
– Charles Spurgeon



[8] For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, [9] not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast. 



John 6:40 For this is the will of my Father, 
that everyone who looks on the Son and 
believes in him should have eternal life, and 
I will raise him up on the last day.”



If God finds incentives for grace within 
Himself, then nothing in us can disqualify 
us from His grace – nothing except a proud 
unwillingness to be loved on terms of 
grace alone.
– Ray Ortlund



[10] For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them. 



Titus 2:14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for 
good works. 


