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Ephesians 3:1-5 
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus 
on behalf of you Gentiles—[2] assuming that you 
have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that 
was given to me for you, [3] how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I have 
written briefly. [4] When you read this, you can 
perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, [5] 
which was not made known to the sons of men in 
other generations as it has now been revealed to 
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.



Ephesians 3:6-9 This mystery is that the Gentiles 
are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel.[7] Of this gospel I was made a minister 
according to the gift of God's grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. [8] To me, 
though I am the very least of all the saints, this 
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, [9] and to bring to 
light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 



Ephesians 3:10-13 so that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. [11] This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, [12] in whom we have boldness and access 
with confidence through our faith in him. [13] So I 
ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering 
for you, which is your glory.



Ephesians 3:1 For this reason…

Ephesians 2:18-19 For through him we both 
have access in one Spirit to the Father. [19] So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 



For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus 
on behalf of you Gentiles—[2] assuming that you 
have heard of the stewardship of God's grace 
that was given to me for you,



One can't help but wonder what the Roman 
guards must have thought when he heard Paul 
dictate these words to his secretary! Paul claims 
to be a prisoner, not of the Jews, not of the 
Romans, not of Nero, but of Jesus! Just as he is 
Christ's servant, apostle, and minister, so he is 
his prisoner. Jesus is Lord of his life even in 
prison. In all relations and in every 
circumstance, he belonged to Jesus.                   
– Sam Storms



[3] how the mystery was made known to me 
by revelation, as I have written briefly. [4] 
When you read this, you can perceive my 
insight into the mystery of Christ,

Is Paul about to drop a truth bomb that he 
ONLY has discovered?



[5] which was not made known to the 
sons of men in other generations as it 
has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit.



Matthew 13:17 For truly, I say to you, many 
prophets and righteous people longed to see 
what you see, and did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear, and did not hear it.

Luke 10:24 For I tell you that many prophets 
and kings desired to see what you see, and did 
not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not 
hear it.



Christian ‘mysteries’ are truths which, 
although beyond human discovery, have 
been revealed by God and so now belong 
openly to the whole church.
– John Stott



[6] This mystery is that the Gentiles are 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and partakers of the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel.



Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at 
that time separated from Christ, alienated
from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the 
world.



Galatians 3:13-14 Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for 
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged 
on a tree-”
[14] so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so 
that we might receive the promised Spirit 
through faith. 



Genesis 12:1-3 Now the LORD said to Abram, 
“Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. 
[2] And I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 



Romans 11:13-14 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. 
Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 
magnify my ministry [14] in order somehow to make 
my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 

Romans 11:17 But if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, 
were grafted in among the others and now share in 
the nourishing root of the olive tree…



Ephesians 2:15 …that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the two, 
so making peace, 



What neither the Old Testament nor Jesus revealed 
was the radical nature of God’s plan, which was 
that the theocracy (the Jewish nation under God’s 
rule) would be terminated, and replaced by a new 
international community, the church; that this 
church would be ‘the body of Christ’, organically 
united to him; and that Jews and Gentiles would be 
incorporated into Christ and his church on equal 
terms without any distinction.
– John Stott



7] Of this gospel I was made a minister according 
to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by 
the working of his power. [8] To me, though I am 
the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, [9] and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God, who created all things, 



While Paul was thus thankful for his office, his 
success in it greatly humbled him. The fuller a 
vessel becomes the deeper it sinks in the water. 
A plenitude of grace is a cure for pride.             
– Charles Spurgeon



3:10 so that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 
Manifold- (Greek) polypoikilos
much variegated, marked with a great variety 
of colors (Vine’s Dictionary)



1 Corinthians 12:13 For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and all were made to drink of 
one Spirit. 



This variegated wisdom has particular 
reference to God's richly diverse ways of 
working which led to a multi-racial, multi-
cultural community being united as fellow-
members in the body of Christ
– Peter O’Brien



3:10 so that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 



Ephesians 1:20-21 …when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
[21] far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the one to come. 

Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places. 



It is as if a great drama is being enacted. History 
is the theatre, the world is the stage, and the 
church members in every land are the actors. God 
himself has written the play, and he directs and 
produces it. Act by act, scene by scene, the story 
continues to unfold. But who are the audience? 
They are the cosmic intelligences, the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places.  

– John Stott



[11] This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 

[12] in whom we have boldness and 
access with confidence through our faith 
in him.



The only person who dares wake up 
a king at 3 a.m. for a glass of water 
is a child.             
– Tim Keller



[13] So I ask you not to lose heart over 
what I am suffering for you, which is 
your glory.


