


2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy 
of God, we do not lose heart. But we have 
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. 
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper 
with God's word, but by the open statement 
of the truth we would commend ourselves to 
everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 



And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
to those who are perishing. In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of 
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 



For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who 
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.



2 Corinthians 4:1-2a
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of 
God, we do not lose heart. But we have 
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We 
refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with 
God's word

2 Corinthians 3:18
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. 
For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.



2 Timothy 4:3                                                            
For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions



Certain “authorities” tell us that they 
must adapt truth to the advance of the 
age, which means that they must 
murder it and fling its dead body to the 
dogs...which simply means that a 
popular lie shall take the place of an 
offensive truth

- Charles	Spurgeon



2 Corinthians 4:2                                      
but by the open statement of the truth we 
would commend ourselves to everyone's 
conscience in the sight of God. 



Romans 3:4                                                 
Let God be true though every one were a 
liar, as it is written,

“That you may be justified in your words,
and prevail when you are judged.”



The greatest friend of truth is time. Error is 
always in a hurry, but God's man can afford 
to await the vindication of time. And if he is 
not vindicated in his own lifetime, eternity 
will settle the score.

- Vance Havner



And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
to those who are perishing. 

Acts 20:24                                                                                     
But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to 
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18                                                                 
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God.



The blindness of unbelievers in no way 
detracts from the clearness of the Gospel, 
for the sun is no less resplendent because 
the blind do not perceive it.

- John Calvin



2 Corinthians 4:4a                                        
In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers



Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out. – John 12:31

I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of 
this world is coming. He has no claim on me  –
John 14:30

And when he comes, he will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 
concerning righteousness, because I go to the 
Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is 
judged.– John 16:8-11



Satan, of course, is not a god but a created 
being. He is called a god because his deluded 
followers serve him as if he were one. Satan is 
the archetype of all the false gods in all the 
false religions he has spawned.

– John MacArthur 



2 Corinthians 4:4b                                       
to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 



Satan is not mainly interested in 
causing us misery. He is mainly 
interested in making Christ look bad. 
He hates Christ. And he hates the glory 
of Christ. He will do all he can to keep 
people from seeing Christ as glorious. 

- John	Piper



And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
to those who are perishing. 



Jesus Christ is indeed a crutch for the lame, to help 
us walk upright, just as he is also medicine for the 
spiritually sick, bread for the hungry and water for the 
thirsty. We do not deny this; it is perfectly true. But 
then all human beings are lame, sick, hungry and 
thirsty. The only difference between us is not that 
some are needy, while others are not. It is rather that 
some know and acknowledge their need, while others 
either don't through ignorance or won't through pride. 

– John Stott


