


Galatians 1:6–7
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 
him who called you in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel—[7] not that there 
is another one, but there are some who trouble you 
and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 



Galatians 2:4–5
Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—
who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we 
have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into 
slavery

—[5] to them we did not yield in submission even 
for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel
might be preserved for you. 



Acts 15:1
But some men came down from Judea and were 
teaching the brothers, “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.” 



But some book came out last month saying, “Unless 
you are _____________ according to the author, 
you cannot a “real” Christian.” 

How to manage your money.

How to raise your kids.

How a “godly” woman must dress.

How you approach R-rated movies.

How you date, court, propose, “friend” or whatever 
the ”biblical” relationship word of the day is.



Galatians 2:11–12
But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him 
to his face, because he stood condemned. [12] For 
before certain men came from James, he was 
eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he 
drew back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party.



Galatians 2:14
But when I saw that their conduct was not 
in step with the truth of the gospel, I said 
to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a 
Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, 
how can you force the Gentiles to live 
like Jews?” 



Galatians 2:16
yet we know that a person is not justified by works of 
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have 
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of 
the law no one will be justified. 

Nobody gets God’s verdict of “100% right in his eyes” 
by keeping God’s laws.



Galatians 2:21
I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then 
Christ died for no purpose. 



Galatians 5:3
I testify again to every man who accepts 
circumcision that he is obligated to keep 
the whole law.



Acts 15:10
Now, therefore, why are you putting God to 
the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 
disciples that neither our fathers nor we 
have been able to bear? 



Matthew 5:17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them.

Galatians 4:4–5
But when the fullness of time had come, God 
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 
the law, [5] to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 



Galatians 5:1
For freedom Christ has set us free; 

stand firm therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery. 



So What?
If Jesus is our freedom then we are free to serve God 
without fear of "doing it all wrong."

If Jesus is our freedom then we must fight to protect 
every Christian's conscience from man-made rules and 
regulations.

If Jesus is our freedom then uptight rule-keepers 
should question whether or not we are even saved!



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•Our former state is portrayed as slavery, Jesus Christ as a liberator, conversion as an act of 
emancipation and the Christian life as a life of freedom.– John Stott

•This freedom, as Galatians makes plain, is not primarily a freedom from sin, but rather from the law. 
What Christ has done in liberating us...is to set our conscience free from the guilt of sin. The Christian 
freedom he describes is freedom of conscience, freedom from the tyranny of the law, the dreadful 
struggle to keep the law, with a view of winning the favor of God. It is the freedom of acceptance with 
God and of access to God through Christ. – John Stott

•There are people who have all the issues buttoned down and have cast-iron opinions about all of them. 
They insist you live your Christian life according to their rules and their opinions. If you insist on being 
free to live as God wants you to live, they will try to intimidate you and manipulate you one way or 
another. Their primary weapons are “guilt trips,” rejection, or gossip. These people must be resisted. We 
must not allow them to subvert the freedom we have in Christ. – Jerry Bridges

•You ought to live your life with such freedom and joy that uptight Christians will doubt your 
salvation. – Steve Brown



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Have you ever experienced a time in your Christian walk when you were in bondage to some 
kind of rule or expectation? Share if you are comfortable. What was it like? Did it make you feel 
content (even if it was false contentment)? Guilty? Fearful? What changed in your life to release 
you from it?

2- Why do you think believers often feel pressure (like Peter in Galatians 2) to fit in with the 
group that has the strongest opinion or conviction?

3- What is the problem with using the law as a way of being in the “right group” that “enjoys 
God’s favor” more than others?

4- What did Jesus do to free us from the crushing demands of the law? And why are Christians 
so often willing to throw away that freedom for a human code?

5- Legalism is making your elective everyone else’s requirement. So what are some healthy 
ways we can talk about our passions and spiritual discoveries without making people feel that 
they have feel the same way?


