


1 Thessalonians 1:10
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

1 Thessalonians 2:19–20
For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before 
our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? [20] For you 
are our glory and joy. 

1 Thessalonians 3:13
so that he may establish your hearts blameless in 
holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints.



1 Thessalonians 4:17
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the Lord. 
1 Thessalonians 5:23
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Thessalonians 1:10
when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and 
to be marveled at among all who have believed, because 
our testimony to you was believed. 



2 Thessalonians 2:1
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, 



Acts 1:9
And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 

Acts 1:10–11
And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, [11] 
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18                               
But we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. For this 
we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that 
we who are alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, 



will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For 
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a 
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage 
one another with these words.



But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve 
as others do who have no hope. 



For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have 
fallen asleep. 



For this we declare to you by a word from 
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep.  



For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 
1) A Cry- Literally A “Shout”

2) The Voice Of The Archangel (rallying angels to get 
ready?)

3) Trumpet- Always used to signal a public event (Lev 
25:9; Num 10:8; Jer 4:5; Matt 6:2)



And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet  the Lord in the air, and 
so we will always be with the Lord. 

apantesin

Acts 28:15-16 
And the brothers 

there…came as far as the 
Forum of Appius and Three 
Taverns to meet   us...And 
when we came into Rome, 

apantesin

Matthew 25:6               
But at midnight there 
was a cry, ‘Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out 

to meet  him.’apantesin

Raptura- Latin



John 14:1–3
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. [2] In my Father's house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? [3] And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. 



So What?
If Jesus is our Hope then we can find joy in our 
deepest grief- the loss of our Christian loved ones.

If Jesus is our Hope then we can get increasingly 
comfortable about the “weirdness” of heaven- we 
know more and more people there!

If Jesus is our Hope then we can stop trying to get 
the world to “legitimize” us now!



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•The apostolic church thought more about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ than about death and 
heaven. The early Christians were looking, not for a cleft in the ground called a grave but for a 
cleavage in the sky called Glory. – Alexander Maclaren

•The great doctrine of the second advent has in a sense fallen into disrepute because of...this 
tendency on the part of some to be more interested in the how and the when of the second coming 
rather than in the fact of the second coming. – Martyn Lloyd Jones

•Our Lord appears thus only to those who look for Him. He will not be seen in this character by men 
whose eyes are blinded with self and sin. To them He will be a terrible Judge and nothing more. We 
must first look to Him and then look for Him; and in both cases our look shall be life. – Charles 
Spurgeon

•The idea which shuts out the Second Coming from our minds, the idea of the world slowly ripening 
to perfection, is a myth, not a generalization from experience. - C. S. Lewis



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Greg shared how it is often difficult to think of the return of Jesus as a practical reality. Do 
you struggle with this? Why do you think some do?

2- What could we do to make the second coming of Christ a greater part of our joy and daily 
Christian experience?

3- Think of some of the Christians you know who have died. How does the thought of Jesus 
return WITH those dear people impact you? Does heaven become sweeter as you know more 
and more people there?

4- Dream a little out loud. Look closely at 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. What will this event be like 
in our modern technological society? Don’t be afraid to sound a little goofy. What do you think it 
will be like in terms of news coverage, video feeds, cell phone cameras, emergency systems, 
etc…. (Don’t worry about speculation since no one really knows anything!)


