


Corinth: A Troubled Church

Relationally Divided-
1 Corinthians 1:11
For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling 
among you, my brothers.

Morally Compromised-
1 Corinthians 5:1
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 

Legally Entangled-
1 Corinthians 6:1
When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law 
before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 
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Maritally Confused-
1 Corinthians 7:10–11
To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not 
separate from her husband [11] (but if she does, she should remain unmarried 
or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his 
wife. 

Psychologically Burdened-
1 Corinthians 8:10
For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he 
not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 

Spiritually Misguided-
1 Corinthians 11:20–21
When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. [21] For in 
eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another 
gets drunk. 
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Piously Exhausted-
1 Corinthians 12:29–30
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? [30] 
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 

Doctrinally Misled-
1 Corinthians 15:12–13
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? [13] But if there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.



1 Corinthians 1:1–2
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of 
Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, [2] To the 
church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with 
all those who in every place call upon the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:



1 Corinthians 1:3–4
[3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. [4] I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, 



1 Corinthians 1:5–7
[5] that in every way you were enriched in him in 
all speech and all knowledge—[6] even as the 
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—
[7] so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 



1 Corinthians 1:8-9
[8] who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God is 
faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



1 Corinthians 1:1–9

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 

our brother Sosthenes, [2] To the church of God that is in Corinth, 

to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with 

all those who in every place call upon the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: [3] Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. [4] I give 

thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

was given you in Christ Jesus, [5] that in every way you were 

enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—[6] even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—[7] so that you 

are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, [8] who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



1 Corinthians 1:30–31
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, [31] so that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”



2 Corinthians 3:18
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes 
from the Lord who is the Spirit. 



2 Corinthians 4:7–10
[7] But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that 
the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. [8] We 
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not driven to despair; [9] persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; [10] always carrying in the 
body the death of Jesus, 

so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in 
our bodies.



So What?
If Jesus is our life then following Christ isn’t about 
”trying harder” and “doing more”

If Jesus is our life then we need to stop pursuing 
personal agendas in the church.

If Jesus is our life then we can find love and joy in 
every circumstance.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•It was a large church—many Corinthians were converted to Christ. It was full of cliques, each following a 
different personality. There was very little church discipline: a lot of laxity was allowed, both in morals and in 
doctrine. They were unwilling to submit to authority of any kind and the integrity of Paul’s own apostleship was 
frequently questioned. There was a distinct lack of humility and of consideration for others, some being prepared 
to take fellow-Christians to court and others celebrating their new-found freedom in Christ without the slightest 
regard for the less robust consciences of fellow-believers. In general, they were very keen on the more dramatic 
gifts of the Spirit and were short on love rooted in the truth. This is the church Paul greets. – David Prior

•Be fully assured in your hearts that the Father loves you. Have no fears or doubts about His love for you. The 
greatest sorrow you can lay on the Father, the greatest unkindness you can do to Him, is not to believe that He 
loves you. – John Owen

•Jesus scandalized the religious leaders of his time by being a friend of the sinners, outcasts, and moral failures. 
But the church that bears his name has seldom won recognition as a haven for these groups. – William Hordern

•Spirituality is not about being fixed; it is about God being present in the mess of our unfixedness. – Mike 
Yaconelli



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Imagine you’ve moved to a new city- you’re looking for a “solid, Bible-based” church. 
You come across a website for the Corinthian church and discover the 8 problems Greg 
highlighted (see notes). Would you visit? Why?

2- Why did God “put up” with the Corinthian church? Wouldn’t have been better to 
tear it down and start a new “healthier” church?

3- Of all the problems at Corinth, which ones seem especially relevant to us today? Are 
there others you could add in light of contemporary problems?

4- How is Christ’s love manifested in broken, hurting, messed up people?

5- Imagine someone asks you- “What do you mean when you say Jesus is your life? 
What does that ACTUALLY mean to you?”


