


Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God.



Mark 1:43–44
And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him 
away at once, [44] and said to him, “See that 
you say nothing to anyone, but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer for your 
cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof 
to them.” 



Mark 1:45
But he went out and began to talk freely 
about it, and to spread the news, so that 
Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, 
but was out in desolate places, and people 
were coming to him from every quarter. 



Mark 5:41–43
Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha 
cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, 
arise.” [42] And immediately the girl got up and 
began walking (for she was twelve years of 
age), and they were immediately overcome with 
amazement. [43] And he strictly charged 
them that no one should know this, and told 
them to give her something to eat.



Mark 7:34–36
And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” [35] And his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. [36] And Jesus charged them to tell no 
one. But the more he charged them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. 



Mark 8:27–30
And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?” [28] And they told him, 
“John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of 
the prophets.”

[29] And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”

Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.”



Mark 8:30
And he strictly charged them to tell no 
one about him. 



The Coming Conqueror-Messiah
Psalm 2:7–9
I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you. [8] Ask of me, and I will make the 
nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession. [9] You shall break them with a rod of iron and 
dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 

Psalm 110:5–6
The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day 
of his wrath. [6] He will execute judgment among the 
nations, filling them with corpses; he will shatter chiefs over 
the wide earth. 



Behold, O Lord, and raise up for them their king, the 
son of David, at the time in which you see, O God, that 
he may reign over Israel Thy servant And gird him with 
strength, that he may shatter unrighteous rulers, And 
that he may purge Jerusalem from nations that trample 
(her) down to destruction. Wisely, righteously he shall 
thrust out sinners from (the) inheritance, he shall 
destroy the pride of the sinner as a potter's 
vessel. With a rod of iron he shall break in pieces all 
their substance, He shall destroy the godless nations 
with the word of his mouth and at his rebuke nations 
shall flee before him, And he shall reprove sinners for 
the thoughts of their heart. (Non- Scripture Source)



Mark 8:31
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be 
killed, and after three days rise again.

Mark 8:32
And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him.



Mark 9:30–31
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. 
And he did not want anyone to know, [31] for he was 
teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man 
is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they 
will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he 
will rise.” 

Mark 9:32
But they did not understand the saying, and were 
afraid to ask him. 



The Coming Sufferer-Messiah
Isaiah 53:3
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide 
their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Psalm 22:1
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far 
from saving me, from the words of my groaning?



Luke 4:16–19
[16] And he came to Nazareth…he went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. [17] And the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written,

[18] “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

and the day of vengeance of our God.





Mark 10:35–44
[35] And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up 
to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for 
us whatever we ask of you.” [36] And he said to them, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” [37] And they 
said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your glory.” [38] Jesus said to them, 
“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?” [39] And they said 
to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup 
that I drink you will drink, 



Mark 10:35–44
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will 
be baptized, [40] but to sit at my right hand or at my left 
is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared.” [41] And when the ten heard it, they 
began to be indignant at James and John. [42] And 
Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know 
that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. [43] But it shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be your 
servant, [44] and whoever would be first among you 
must be slave of all. 



Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 



Mark 14:55–62
Now the chief priests and the whole council were 
seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but 
they found none… [60] And the high priest stood up in 
the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to 
make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 
[61] But he remained silent and made no answer. Again 
the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed?”
[62] And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with 
the clouds of heaven.”



So What?
If Jesus is a servant then his death on our behalf is 
not merely an historical fact, it is the most extravagant 
act of love that has ever been done for us.

If Jesus is a servant then we can never care about our 
deepest needs more than Jesus cares.

If Jesus is a servant then any area of our lives that 
carries authority must be tempered by his radical 
other-focused ethic.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•Does God ask us to do what is beneath us? This question will never trouble us again if 
we consider the Lord of heaven taking a towel and washing feet. – Elizabeth Elliot

•God may thunder His commands from Mount Sinai and men may fear, yet remain at 
heart exactly as they were before. But let a man once see his God down in the arena as 
a Man – suffering, tempted, sweating, and agonized, finally dying a criminal's death –
and he is a hard man indeed who is untouched. – J. B. Phillips

•Only when Jesus is a helpless prisoner in the hands of his enemies and his Messianic 
claim must seem ridiculous, was his Messiahship to be openly proclaimed. – C.E.B. 
Cranfield

•He stripped off first one robe of honor and then another until, naked, He was fastened 
to the cross. There He emptied His inmost self, pouring out His lifeblood, giving Himself 
for all of us. Finally, they laid Him in a borrowed grave. How low was our dear 
Redeemer brought! How then, can we be proud? – Charles Spurgeon



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Why do you think we associate greatness with displays of power and 
aggression- not with humility and service?

2- Before we are too hard on Jesus’ contemporaries- make a sympathetic 
defense for their expectations of the Messiah. What about their first century 
living conditions would have made them more disposed to the thought of 
Jesus crushing the power of Rome? 

3- Is there a 21st century American version of the same problem Jesus’ 
contemporaries experienced? How can we be guilty of a similar mistake in 
how we view Jesus today? 

4- How does thinking of Jesus as a servant impact you- specifically when you 
think of his death on YOUR behalf?



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

5- Greg suggested that we often believe the lie that we are more concerned 
about our needs than Jesus is concerned with them. Do you agree? Why do 
you think it is so easy to fall prey to this idea?

6- What are some areas in your life in which you carry some degree of 
authority? How could the idea of “Jesus as Servant” temper the way you 
wield that authority?


