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John 4:20-24 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, 
but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
people ought to worship.” [21] Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 
Father. [22] You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
[23] But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 
worship him. [24] God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth.” 



The first thing we learn is that worship has to do with 
real life. It is not a mythical interlude in a week of reality. 
Worship has to do with adultery and hunger and racial 
conflict. Jesus is bone-weary from the journey, hot, 
sweaty, thirsty -- and he decides: "Yes, even now, just 
now I will seek someone to worship God -- a harlot, a 
Samaritan adulteress. I will show my disciples the 
worship that my Father seeks and how he seeks it in the 
midst of real life from the least worthy. She is a 
Samaritan. She is a woman. She is a harlot. Yes, I will 
even show them a thing or two about how to make true 
worshipers out of the white harvest of harlots in Samaria. 

– John Piper



Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain,
but you say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where people ought to worship.



Jews traveling from Jerusalem to 
regions north often stayed close 
to the Jordan river. It was a 
longer route but avoided some 
“other problems.”

Apparently Jesus had no problem 
taking the shorter route although 
his disciples don’t seem crazy 
about the neighborhood they 
have to pass through.



Shortly after King Solomon’s death 
(930 BC), the tensions between the 
10 northern tribes and the 2 
southern tribes mounted and the 
kingdom divided.

The northern tribes came to be 
called Israel and the southern tribes 
adopted Judah as their label.

Notice where Samaria is. Smack dab 
in the northern territory. They made 
a new sanctuary/temple for worship 
and no longer considered Jerusalem 
the proper place of worship. 



In the year 722 BC 
came against Israel 
and obliterated them. 
Many of the survivors 
were dispersed the 
region beyond the 
Euphrates River. 
But a few were left in 
the Samaritan region 
and intermingled with 
Gentiles- producing a 
group many in Judah 
considered “half-
breeds” (these were 
the Samaritans)



[22] You worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews.



Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.



[21] Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship the Father.



And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with 
me? My hour has not yet come.” 2:4

So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on 
him, because his hour had not yet come. 7:30

These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; 
but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 8:20

Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 
this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 12:27

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father… 13:1



John 12:32 And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 



[23] But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
the Father is seeking such people to 
worship him.



Psalm 147:11                                               
The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear 
him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Isaiah 43:21                                             
the people whom I formed for myself that they 
might declare my praise. 



We are saved to worship God.  All that 
Christ has done for us in the past and 
all that He is doing now leads to this 
one end. 

– A. W. Tozer



[23] But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him.



[24] God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth.” 



Romans 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I mention you

1 Corinthians 14:15 What am I to do? I will pray 
with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I 
will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with 
my mind also.



Matthew 15:8 This people honors me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me



Psalm 43:3 Send out your light and your truth; let 
them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill 
and to your dwelling! 

2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to 
God as one approved, a worker who has no need to 
be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.



Worship must engage your emotions and worship 
must engage your thought. Truth without emotion 
produces dead orthodoxy and a church full of 
unspiritual fighters. Emotion without truth 
produces empty frenzy and cultivates flaky people 
who reject the discipline of rigorous thought. True 
worship comes from people who are deeply 
emotional and who love deep and sound doctrine.  

– John Piper



The perfect church service would be one we 
were almost unaware of; our attention would 
have been on God.  
– C. S. Lewis


