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Ruth 1:6-22

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to 
return from the country of Moab, for she had 

heard in the fields of Moab that the Lord had 
visited his people and given them food. So she 
set out from the place where she was with her 

two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way 
to return to the land of Judah.  But Naomi said to 

her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of 
you to her mother's house. May the Lord deal 
kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead 

and with me.  



The Lord grant that you may find rest, each of 

you in the house of her husband!” Then she 
kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and 

wept. And they said to her, “No, we will return 
with you to your people.”  But Naomi said, “Turn 
back, my daughters; why will you go with me? 

Have I yet sons in my womb that they may 
become your husbands? Turn back, my 

daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have 
a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I 
should have a husband this night and should



bear sons, would you therefore wait till they were 

grown? Would you therefore refrain from 
marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly 

bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the 
Lord has gone out against me.”  Then they lifted 
up their voices and wept again. And Orpah 

kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 
And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone 

back to her people and to her gods; return after 
your sister-in-law.”  But Ruth said, “Do not urge 
me to leave you or to return from following you. 



For where you go I will go, and where you lodge 

I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and 
your God my God.  Where you die I will die, and 

there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me 
and more also if anything but death parts me 
from you.” And when Naomi saw that she was 

determined to go with her, she said no more. So 
the two of them went on until they came to 

Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, 
the whole town was stirred because of them. 



And the women said, “Is this Naomi?”  She said 

to them, “Do not call me Naomi;  call me Mara,  
for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  I 

went away full, and the Lord has brought me 
back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the Lord 
has testified against me and the Almighty has 

brought calamity upon me?” So Naomi returned, 
and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with 

her, who returned from the country of Moab. And 
they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of 
barley harvest.



Ruth 1:6-7                                        
Then she arose with her daughters-in-law 
to return from the country of Moab, for 
she had heard in the fields of Moab 
that the Lord had visited his people
and given them food.  So she set out from 
the place where she was with her two 
daughters-in-law, and they went on the 
way to return to the land of Judah.



Ruth 1:6-7                                        
Then she arose with her daughters-in-law 
to return from the country of Moab, for she 
had heard in the fields of Moab that the 
Lord had visited his people and given 
them food.  So she set out from the place 
where she was with her two daughters-in-
law, and they went on the way to return 
to the land of Judah.





v. 6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the 
country of Moab

v. 7 So she set out from the place where she was with her two 

daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return

v. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each 
of you to her mother's house.

v. 10 And they said to her, “No, we will return with you…

v. 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters

v. 12 Turn back, my daughters; go your way,

v. 15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.

v. 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return
from following you

v. 21 I went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty



Ruth 1:8-9                                                                                                                      
But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-
law, “Go, return each of you to her 
mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as you have dealt with the dead 
and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you 
may find rest, each of you in the house of 
her husband!” Then she kissed them, and 
they lifted up their voices and wept.



v. 15 And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, 
but Ruth clung to her. And she said, “See, 
your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your 
sister-in-law.”



Orpah looked her situation in life clearly in 
the face and made the necessary decisions 
by using exactly the same logic that Naomi 
had followed earlier: the fields of Moab 
looked far greener than the land of Israel. 
With that simple, sensible choice she 
marched off, out of the pages of the Bible. 
She went back to her people, and back to 
her gods. 



Yet though she certainly didn’t see it that 
way, there was nonetheless a cost to her 
logical choice. Who now remembers Oprah? 
She rejected the road to emptiness, but at 
the same time unknowingly turned aside from 
the one road that could have led her to a life 
of lasting significance and meaning. The 
world’s wise choice to avoid emptiness leads 
in the end to a different kind of oblivion.                                            

– Ian Duguid



v. 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to 
leave you or to return from following you. 
For where you go I will go, and where you 
lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be 
my people, and your God my God.  v. 
17 Where you die I will die, and there will I 
be buried. May the Lord do so to me and 
more also if anything but death parts me 
from you.” 





Genesis 17:7-8                                                                                                
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 
after you.  And I will give to you and to your offspring after you 
the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”

Exodus 6:7                                                                                                             
I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you 
shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

Leviticus 26:12                                                                                                
And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall 
be my people.



Without	reservation,	with	no	limitation,	
her	commitment	both	to	the	Lord	and	to	
the	Lord’s	people,	this	young	woman	has	
indeed	been	converted.																																		

– Sinclair	Ferguson



v. 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to 
leave you or to return from following you. 
For where you go I will go, and where you 
lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be 
my people, and your God my God.  v. 
17 Where you die I will die, and there will I 
be buried. May the Lord do so to me and 
more also if anything but death parts me 
from you.” 



v. 18 And when Naomi saw that she was 
determined to go with her, she said no 
more. v. 19 So the two of them went on until 
they came to Bethlehem. 



v. 19 And when they came to Bethlehem, the 

whole town was stirred because of them. And the 
women said, “Is this Naomi?” v. 20 She said to 

them, “Do not call me Naomi;  call me Mara,  for 

the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  v. 21 
I went away full, and the Lord has 

brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, 
when the Lord has testified against me and the 

Almighty has brought calamity upon me?”

Naomi- “Pleasant”
Mara- “Bitter”

But is she really 
empty with a 
converted daughter-
in-law?



Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

From William Cowper’s 
God Moves In A Mysterious Way, 1774



v. 22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the 

Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who 
returned from the country of Moab. And they 

came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley 
harvest.


