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Ruth 2:1-23
Now Naomi had a relative of her husband's, a 
worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose 
name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said 
to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean 
among the ears of grain after him in whose 
sight I shall find favor.” And she said to her, 
“Go, my daughter.” 3 So she set out and went 
and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and 
she happened to come to the part of the field 
belonging to Boaz, 



who was of the clan of Elimelech. 4 And 
behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he 
said to the reapers, “The Lord be with you!” 
And they answered, “The Lord bless you.” 5 
Then Boaz said to his young man who was in 
charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman 
is this?” 6 And the servant who was in 
charge of the reapers answered, “She is the 
young Moabite woman, who came back with 
Naomi from the country of Moab. 7 She said, 
‘Please let me glean and gather among the



sheaves after the reapers.’ So she came, and 
she has continued from early morning until 
now, except for a short rest.” Then Boaz said 
to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not 
go to glean in another field or leave this 
one, but keep close to my young women. 9 
Let your eyes be on the field that they are 
reaping, and go after them. Have I not 
charged the young men not to touch you? 
And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels 
and drink what the young men have drawn.” 



10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the 
ground, and said to him, “Why have I found 
favor in your eyes, that you should take 
notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” 11 But 
Boaz answered her, “All that you have done 
for your mother-in-law since the death of 
your husband has been fully told to me, and 
how you left your father and mother and 
your native land and came to a people that 
you did not know before. 12 The Lord repay 
you for what you have done, 



and a full reward be given you by the Lord, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings you 
have come to take refuge!” 13 Then she 
said, “I have found favor in your eyes, my 
lord, for you have comforted me and spoken 
kindly to your servant, though I am not one 
of your servants.” And at mealtime Boaz 
said to her, “Come here and eat some 
bread and dip your morsel in the wine.” So 
she sat beside the reapers, and he passed 
to her roasted grain. 



And she ate until she was satisfied, and she 
had some left over. 15 When she rose to 
glean, Boaz instructed his young men, saying, 
“Let her glean even among the sheaves, and 
do not reproach her. 16 And also pull out 
some from the bundles for her and leave it 
for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.” So 
she gleaned in the field until evening. Then 
she beat out what she had gleaned, and it 
was about an ephah of barley. 18 And she 
took it up and went into the city. 



Her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. 
She also brought out and gave her what food 
she had left over after being satisfied. And 
her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did 
you glean today? And where have you 
worked? Blessed be the man who took 
notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law 
with whom she had worked and said, “The 
man's name with whom I worked today is 
Boaz.” 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-
in-law, “May he be blessed by the Lord, 



whose kindness has not forsaken the living 
or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The 
man is a close relative of ours, one of our 
redeemers.” 21 And Ruth the Moabite said, 
“Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep 
close by my young men until they have 
finished all my harvest.’” 22 And Naomi said 
to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my 
daughter, that you go out with his young 
women, lest in another field you be 
assaulted.”



23 So she kept close to the young women of 
Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and 
wheat harvests. And she lived with her 
mother-in-law.



Now Naomi had a relative of her 
husband's, a worthy man of the clan of 
Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.



Ruth chapter 2 is the story of just one twenty-four 
hour period. In the first five verses of the book, ten 
years whizzed by. A famine started and ended, a 
family migrated, two marriages were made, and 
three men died. Now we have an entire chapter 
that covers just one day. That also ought to 
persuade us to listen very carefully to the details, 
to observe the scene, to wonder and enter into 
what these people experienced. For three thousand 
years people have been blessed by reading what 
took place on this particular day when Ruth and 
Boaz began their relationship.                                            
– Steve Zeisler



vs. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, "Let 
me go to the field and glean among the ears of 
grain after him in whose sight I shall find 
favor." And she said to her, "Go, my 
daughter."

vs. 10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the 
ground, and said to him, "Why have I found 
favor in your eyes, that you should take notice 
of me, since I am a foreigner?" 



Genesis 6:5-8                                                                                       
The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually… So the Lord said, “I will blot out 
man whom I have created from the face of the land, man 
and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, 
for I am sorry that I have made them.”  But Noah found 
favor in the eyes of the Lord.

Psalm 84:11                                                                                   
For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
the Lord bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold
from those who walk uprightly



He is a sun ever-shining; He is manna always 
falling round the camp; He is a rock in the 
desert, ever sending out streams of life from 
His smitten side; the rain of His grace is always 
dropping; the river of His bounty is ever-
flowing, and the well-spring of his love is 
constantly overflowing.                                                                                          

– Charles Spurgeon, 
describing the favor/goodness of God



And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me 
go to the field and glean among the ears of 
grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor.” 
And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So 
she set out and went and gleaned in the field 
after the reapers…



Leviticus 19:9-10                                                                                  
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not 
reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you 
gather the gleanings after your harvest.  And you shall not 
strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the 
fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for 
the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.

Deuteronomy 24:19                                                                        
When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a 
sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be 
for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the 
Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.



v. 3 So she set out and went and gleaned in 
the field after the reapers, and she 
happened to come to the part of the field 
belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of 
Elimelech. 



Ruth 2:1 Now Naomi had a relative of her husband’s, a     
worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.

NIV- “a man of standing”

NAS- “a man of great wealth”

MSG- “a man prominent and rich”

NLT- “a wealthy and influential man”



And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. 
And he said to the reapers, “The Lord be 
with you!” And they answered, “The Lord 
bless you.”



If you want to know a man's relation to God, 
you need to find out how far God has 
saturated to the details of his everyday life. 
Evidently Boaz was such a God-saturated 
man that his farming business and his 
relationship to his employees was shot 
through with God.                                               

– John Piper



Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my 
daughter, do not go to glean in another field or 
leave this one, but keep close to my young 
women. 9 Let your eyes be on the field that they 
are reaping, and go after them. Have I not 
charged the young men not to touch you?
And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and 
drink what the young men have drawn.”



James 1:27                                          
Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world.



10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, 
and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your 
eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am 
a foreigner?” 11 But Boaz answered her, “All that 
you have done for your mother-in-law since the 
death of your husband has been fully told to me, 
and how you left your father and mother and your 
native land and came to a people that you did not 
know before. 12 The Lord repay you for what 
you have done, and a full reward be given you 
by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge!”



And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and 
eat some bread and dip your morsel in the wine.” So 
she sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her 
roasted grain. And she ate until she was 
satisfied, and she had some left over. 15 When 
she rose to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, 
saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and 
do not reproach her. 16 And also pull out some from 
the bundles for her and leave it for her to glean, and 
do not rebuke her.”



Bread, wine, roasted grain, protection, 
provision- is this a burgeoning romance, or 
are we reading too much into Boaz’s words? 
In all likelihood that is exactly the tantalizing 
question the narrator intends to plant into 
our minds!                               

– Sinclair Ferguson



19 So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked 
and said, “The man's name with whom I worked today is 
Boaz.” 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be 
blessed by the Lord, whose kindness has not forsaken the 
living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a 
close relative of ours, one of our redeemers.” 21 And Ruth 
the Moabite said, “Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep 
close by my young men until they have finished all my 
harvest.’” 22 And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It 
is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, 
lest in another field you be assaulted.”



23 So she kept close to the young women of 
Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and 
wheat harvests. And she lived with her 
mother-in-law.


