
STORY TELLING
The Parables of 

Jesus



If the people do not like the doctrine of 
grace, give them all the more of it. 

– Charles Spurgeon



Matthew 20:1-16
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. [2] After agreeing with 
the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them 
into his vineyard. [3] And going out about the 
third hour he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, [4] and to them he said, ‘You go 
into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will 
give you.’ 



[5] So they went. Going out again about the 
sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 
[6] And about the eleventh hour he went out 
and found others standing. And he said to them, 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ [7] They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ [8] 
And when evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the 
last, up to the first.’ 



[9] And when those hired about the eleventh 
hour came, each of them received a denarius. 
[10] Now when those hired first came, they 
thought they would receive more, but each of 
them also received a denarius. [11] And on 
receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 
house, [12] saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’



[13] But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me 
for a denarius? [14] Take what belongs to you 
and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I 
give to you. [15] Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or do you 
begrudge my generosity?’ [16] So the last will 
be first, and the first last.” 



Leviticus 19:13 “You shall not oppress your neighbor 
or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not 
remain with you all night until the morning. 

Deuteronomy 24:14-15  “You shall not oppress a 
hired worker who is poor and needy, whether he is 
one of your brothers or one of the sojourners who 
are in your land within your towns. [15] You shall 
give him his wages on the same day, before the sun 
sets (for he is poor and counts on it), lest he cry 
against you to the LORD, and you be guilty of sin.



“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. [2] After agreeing 
with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 

Denarius- A day’s salary for a Roman soldier- a 
much larger wage than such workers normally 
would have received.



The owner was not thinking of 
profit. He was thinking of people, 
and he was using his abundant 
means to help them.
– James Boice



[3] And going out about the third hour he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace, [4] and 
to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, 
and whatever is right I will give you.’ 



[5] So they went. Going out again about the 
sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the 
same. [6] And about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found others standing. And he 
said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all 
day?’ [7] They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’



[8] And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their 
wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 

Matthew 19:29-30 And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or 
lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and 
will inherit eternal life. [30] But many who are first will 
be last, and the last first. 

Matthew 20:16 So the last will be first, and the 
first last.” 



[10] Now when those hired first came, they 
thought they would receive more, but each 
of them also received a denarius. [11] And on 
receiving it they grumbled at the master of 
the house, [12] saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’



We all want grace, but we cannot 
enjoy grace when there is an attitude 
of comparing. 

– Jerry Bridges



[13] But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with 
me for a denarius? [14] Take what belongs to 
you and go. I choose to give to this last worker 
as I give to you. [15] Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do 
you begrudge my generosity?’



Romans 9:14-16 What shall we say then? Is 
there injustice on God's part? By no means! 

[15] For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy 
on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
[16] So then it depends not on human will or 
exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 



By definition grace is not something God is 
required to have. It is his sovereign 
prerogative to grant or withhold it. Grace 
that is owed is not grace. Justice imposes 
obligation, but grace, in its essence, is 
voluntary and free. 

– R. C. Sproul



Luke 17:7-10 “Will any one of you who has a servant 
plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has 
come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at 
table’? [8] Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare 
supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me 
while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and 
drink’? [9] Does he thank the servant because he did 
what was commanded?

[10] So you also, when you have done all that you 
were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; 
we have only done what was our duty.’” 



John 15:15 No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have heard from 
my Father I have made known to you. 



What Jesus’ story says is that we have to 
get over thinking of our service in terms 
of debt or obligation, and instead learn to 
serve in the spirit of the son who serves 
because he loves the father, rather than in 
the spirit of the hireling who serves only 
for his wages. 
– James Boice



1 Timothy 1:13-16 
though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and 
insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I 
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, [14] and the grace of 
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. [15] The saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am the foremost. [16] But I received mercy 
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for 
eternal life.


