
STORY TELLING
The Parables of 

Jesus



Luke 18:1-8
And he told them a parable to the effect that they 
ought always to pray and not lose heart. [2] He 
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor respected man. [3] And 
there was a widow in that city who kept coming to 
him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my 
adversary.’ [4] For a while he refused, but 
afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither 
fear God nor respect man, [5] yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, 



so that she will not beat me down by her 
continual coming.’” [6] And the Lord said, “Hear 
what the unrighteous judge says. [7] And will not 
God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day 
and night? Will he delay long over them? [8] I tell 
you, he will give justice to them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on earth?” 



Luke 17:26-30 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so 
will it be in the days of the Son of Man. [27] They 
were eating and drinking and marrying and being 
given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered 
the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 
[28] Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they 
were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting 
and building, [29] but on the day when Lot went out 
from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and 
destroyed them all—[30] so will it be on the day 
when the Son of Man is revealed. 



1 Peter 4:7                                            
The end of all things is at hand; therefore be 
self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers.



And he told them a parable to the effect that they 
ought always to pray and not lose heart.



Psalm 55:17                                       
Evening and morning and at noon I utter my 
complaint and moan, and he hears my voice.

Psalm 86:3                                               
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry 
all the day.



Longing desire prays always, though the 
tongue be silent. If thou art ever longing, 
thou art ever praying. 

– Augustine 



[2] He said, “In a certain city there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man.



Jesus describes a judge who neither feared 
God nor had regard for human beings, and is 
thus accountable to nothing outside himself, 
whether to God, human rights, or standards 
of justice. He acts solely in self-interest. 

– James Edwards



[3] And there was a widow in that city 
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give 
me justice against my adversary.’



Luke 2:36-37 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years… a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 

Luke 7:12-13 As he drew near to the gate of the town, 
behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the 
only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a 
considerable crowd from the town was with her. [13] And 
when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her 
and said to her, “Do not weep.” 



Deuteronomy 27:19 Cursed be anyone who perverts the 
justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the 
widow.
Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the 
widow’s cause.
Isaiah 1:23 Your princes are rebels and companions of 
thieves. Everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts. They 
do not bring justice to the fatherless, and the widow’s 
cause does not come to them.



…there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man. And there was a widow in that city 
who kept coming to him and saying

An all powerful, 
uncaring man

A helpless, 
desperate woman



The widow was almost a symbol of 
helplessness. She was in no position to 
bribe the judge and she had no protector to 
put pressure on him. She was armed with 
nothing but the fact that right was evidently 
on her side and her own persistence. 

– Leon Morris



[3] And there was a widow in that city who 
kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me 
justice against my adversary.’



[5] yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 
give her justice

[7] And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to 
him day and night?

[8] I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.



The prayer enjoined by the parable is not prayer 
for a parking place, or that God would bless 
everyone in the world. One does not “cry out to 
God day and night” for such matters. The prayer 
enjoined concerns ultimate and existential issues 
— life, livelihood, honor. These are not elective 
but inescapable issues, issues about which one 
prays earnestly.

– James Edwards



For a while he refused, but afterward he said to 
himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 
[5] yet because this widow keeps bothering me, 
I will give her justice

so that she will not beat me down by her continual 
coming

“beat to the point of bruising- beat black and blue”



[7] And will not God give justice to his 
elect, who cry to him day and night? Will 
he delay long over them? [8] I tell you, he 
will give justice to them speedily.



1 Thessalonians 5:2                                    
For you yourselves are fully aware that the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.



Luke 11:10-13 For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks it will be opened. [11] What father among 
you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 
give him a serpent; [12] or if he asks for an egg, 
will give him a scorpion? 

[13] If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him!” 



God	will	either	give	you	what	you	ask,	or	
something	far	better.	

– Robert	Murray	McCheyne


