
A SHOCKING MISSION 
Discussion/Application Questions 

Luke 19:1-10 
 
 

• Where do people in our culture turn for help, change or transformation? Why do you think that 
is? Where do you personally turn for help and change? (Be honest). 

 
• Jesus is traveling through southern Palestine on his way to Jerusalem. This trip will culminate 

in his death and resurrection. As he journeys, Jesus makes the most of every opportunity to do 
ministry. Jericho, a rich agricultural town and popular resort for royalty and priests, was in 
Jesus’ path. Zacchaeus was one of the last people Jesus met before his death. Their 
encounter illustrates how Jesus can transform a person from the inside out.  

 
• For background, read Luke 18:31-43. What is happening as Jesus approaches Jericho? 

Take a moment and read Luke 19:1-10. In the first six verses (19:1-6), what are some things 
we learn about Zacchaeus? What kind of reputation might a chief tax collector develop in a 
town like this? 

 
• What strikes you about the initial meeting between Jesus and Zacchaeus? What was the 

reaction of the crowd as they see this relationship develop between Zacchaeus and Jesus? 
 
 

• Jesus is a master at building relationships and communicating with people. What does Jesus 
do to build a friendship with Zacchaeus? 

 
• What seems to be going on inside Zacchaeus by the end of this encounter (verses 8-10)? How 

is he transformed by meeting Jesus? What might be some of the far reaching effects of this 
transformation on both Zacchaeus and the other people in his community? 

 
• How does this passage illustrate Jesus’ life mission as stated in verse 10? What does this 

passage teach us about our life mission if we are a follower of Jesus? 
 
 

• The takeaway point from Pastor Matt’s message was, “Jesus not only seeks outsiders and 
outlaws, but He saves them.” How have you personally experienced the seeking or saving 
power of Jesus in your life? What are some ways Jesus has changed and is changing you? If 
you are not a follower of Jesus, in light of this good news, what things keep you from wanting 
to put your trust in Jesus? 

 
• How can you currently seek to build relationships with people who want nothing to do with 

Christianity and church? What action steps can you take this week with specific people in your 
life?  

 
 
	


