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Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” So the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that 
the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and 
were not ashamed. ~Genesis 2:18,21-25 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in a wedding at Christ Fellowship 
Church (CFC). We are excited to join you on this journey. This 
document aims to assist you in setting up a wedding and 
premarital counseling through CFC. 
 

 

If you have any questions at any point in this process or in the reading of this document, 
please contact Mark Sweeney (mark@christfc.org). 

 

 

   



Perspective on Marriage & Weddings 
Christ Fellowship Church believes that marriage is the union created by God between one 
man and one woman in order to glorify God through community, reliance, and the 
provision of the future through children. It is intended to be a life-long commitment as the 
couple follows Jesus together. We do not expect or require that every couple seeking a CFC 
pastor to perform their wedding consider themselves Christians. However, our interest in 
performing weddings is to help people understand and build Christian marriages.  
Marriage can be a wonderful and deeply satisfying commitment. A great marriage does not 
simply happen. It requires much intentional effort, including willingness from both parties 
to work at fostering intimacy, nurture, and care. The foundation of Christian marriage is the 
love of God as expressed through Jesus Christ. The relationship of Christ and the Church is 
emblematic or foundational of marriage. His pursuit of, provision for, and purification of 
His Church are seen in the Bible as parallel to marriage between a husband and wife. 

We learn about the joys and even struggles of life-giving love ultimately from God. Faith in, 
and openness to, God strengthens a couple’s marriage. 

Marriage vows that are spoken in the presence of spiritual leaders and one’s community 
indicate the sacredness of two people’s love; a marriage service is first and foremost a 
worship service in which two people publicly confess their love for and their commitment 
to one another in the presence of God Almighty. 

 

A Wedding as a Worship Service 
A Christian wedding is a worship service and is a time of great excitement and joy as two 
people express the solemn commitment that underscores a very special relationship. 
Through the use of ritual, the Christian wedding service gives expression to the love, 
respect, and commitment between two persons who desire to express themselves in such 
a way before family, friends and God. The following policies and guidelines are designed to 
enhance communication between the couple, the Wedding Coordinator/Planner, and the 
church staff. We truly want you to have a wonderful and meaningful wedding. 
 

Planning the Service 
Since the wedding service is a worship service, all details concerning the wedding and 
related arrangements should conform to such practices and standards of good taste as are 
consistent with the Christian faith and Christ Fellowship Church. The officiant will work with 
you to plan and organize your wedding ceremony. We remain flexible and open to 
celebrating weddings in a variety of ways as long as approved by the officiant in advance. A 
sample wedding service, along with possible wedding service components we regularly 
have included in ceremonies is found at the end of this document.  
 



Scheduling the Wedding 
Because of the high volume of requests we receive, CFC pastors are only able to do 
weddings for those who are a part of the CFC family. After we receive your wedding 
application, a pastor will be assigned to officiate your wedding. We cannot guarantee a 
pastor will be available on a given date, but scheduling 6 months or more in advance will 
help to maximize the chances of a pastor being available. Our pastors do not perform 
weddings on Sundays, due to their responsibilities at the church.  

 

The Officiant 
The officiant assigned to your wedding will be in touch within 2 weeks after we receive your 
application to schedule an initial meeting to review your application with you and to begin 
working out the details of pre-marital counseling and planning for the service. Due to our 
pastors’ busy schedules, we do not allow couples to request a specific pastor. The pastor 
assigned to your wedding may not attend the rehearsal dinner or reception. 

Because our pastors invest a significant amount of time and energy in preparing for 
weddings, there is a customary $350 honorarium. For weddings more than 1 hour away 
from the church, travel and lodging costs should be reimbursed as well. Checks should be 
made out directly to the pastor, not to CFC. Fees are due 7 days before the wedding. 

 

Premarital Counseling 
We have found pre-marital counseling to be extremely beneficial in preparing couples for 
healthy marriages. We require all couples married by a CFC pastor to go through 
pre-martial counseling, either at CFC or in another approved setting. Pre-marital counseling 
at CFC may be offered in a variety of formats, and may not necessarily be conducted by the 
pastor officiating your wedding. That pastor will work with you to navigate the pre-marital 
process at CFC 

 

 

Wedding Coordinator 
We require that you retain the services of a Wedding Coordinator. You should find 
someone (this can be either a professional or a family/friend who volunteers in this 
capacity) whom you feel confident will be able to handle the service with graciousness and 
ease due to their organizational skills, experience, and desire to serve. Please know that 
because of their role in the service itself, officiants at CFC cannot act as Wedding 
Coordinators. CFC can provide Wedding Coordinator recommendations to you if needed. 

 



The Rehearsal 
A rehearsal for a public wedding is essential. Your Wedding Coordinator and officiant will 
work together to guide you through the rehearsal. The rehearsal itself should be organized 
and run by your Wedding Coordinator. The marriage license - obtained by the engaged 
couples – should be given to the Wedding Coordinator at the rehearsal. 
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