
THE JOY OF FEAR ING  GOD

PSALM 128



Has a picture ever 
inspired you?







Expectation

Reality



Expectation

Reality



Expectation

Reality



Pictures can inspire us.



Have you ever 
thought about your 
dreams and plans?



Am I missing out?



Have you worried that your 
life might be unfulfilling?



Pictures can inspire us.

Psalm 128 is a picture 
meant to inspire all of us.



Fearing God is not what 
first think it is.



Takeaway Thought 

Fearing God means 
joyfully following Jesus.



What does it mean  
to fear God?







Blessed is everyone who fears 
the LORD, who walks in his ways! 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor 
of your hands; you shall be blessed, 
and it shall be well with you.

Psalm 128:1-2, ESV



Blessed is everyone who fears 
the LORD, who walks in his ways! 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor 
of your hands; you shall be blessed, 
and it shall be well with you.

Psalm 128:1-2, ESV



Fearing the Lord is 
connected to joy, blessing, 

and abundance.





Blessed is the man who fears 
the LORD, who greatly delights in 
his commandments! 

His offspring will be mighty in the 
land; the generation of the upright 
will be blessed. 

Psalm 112:1-2, ESV



Fearing the Lord is 
connected to joy, blessing, 

and abundance.





Has water ever made you 
really happy?













Blessed is everyone who fears 
the LORD, who walks in his ways! 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor 
of your hands; you shall be blessed, 
and it shall be well with you.

Psalm 128:1-2, ESV



If the heart is joined 
unto God, the feet will 
follow hard after him. 

!Charles Spurgeon



Blessed is everyone who fears 
the LORD, who walks in his ways! 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor  
of your hands; you shall be blessed, 
and it shall be well with you.

Psalm 128:1-2, ESV



To Adam he said, “Because you 
listened to your wife and ate 
fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not 
eat from it,’ “Cursed is the 
ground because of you;

Genesis 3:17-19, NIV



through painful toil you will eat 
food from it all the days of your 
life. It will produce thorns and 
thistles for you, and you will eat 
the plants of the field.

Genesis 3:17-19, NIV

“HARD WORK”



Work doesn’t have to 
be miserable… 



There is nothing better for a 
person than that he should eat and 
drink and find enjoyment in his 
toil. This also, I saw, is from the 
hand of God, for apart from 
him who can eat or who can have 
enjoyment? 

Ecclesiastes 2:24-25, ESV



The hardworking farmer 
should be the first to receive 
a share of the crops.

2 Timothy 2:6, ESV



Whatever you do, work at it 
with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for 
human masters.

Colossians 3:23, ESV



“Find a job you enjoy doing, 
and you will never have to 
‘work’ a day in your life.”

Attributed to many



Blessed is everyone who fears 
the LORD, who walks in his ways! 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor  
of your hands; you shall be blessed, 
and it shall be well with you.

Psalm 128:1-2, ESV



Blessed is everyone who fears 
the LORD, who walks in his ways! 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor  
of your hands; you shall be blessed, 
and it shall be well with you.

Psalm 128:1-2, ESV



Work is connected to joy, 
blessing, and abundance.



Your wife will be like a fruitful 
vine within your house; your 
children will be like olive 
shoots around your table. 

Behold, thus shall the man be 
blessed who fears the Lord.

Psalm 128:3-4, ESV



Your wife will be like a fruitful 
vine within your house; your 
children will be like olive 
shoots around your table. 

Behold, thus shall the man be 
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Your wife will be like a fruitful 
vine within your house; your 
children will be like olive 
shoots around your table. 

Behold, thus shall the man be 
blessed who fears the Lord.

Psalm 128:3-4, ESV





Abundance



“high class”





Standard or Bland





Your wife will be like a fruitful 
vine within your house; your 
children will be like olive  
shoots around your table. 

Behold, thus shall the man be 
blessed who fears the Lord.

Psalm 128:3-4, ESV



Children are a heritage from 
the Lord, offspring a reward 
from him. Like arrows in the 
hands of a warrior are children 
born in one’s .

Psalm 127:3-4, ESV





JOY



JOY







Your wife will be like a fruitful 
vine within your house; your 
children will be like olive 
shoots around your table. 

Behold, thus shall the man be 
blessed who fears the Lord.

Psalm 128:3-4, ESV















Your wife will be like a fruitful 
vine within your house; your 
children will be like olive 
shoots around your table. 

Behold, thus shall the man be 
blessed who fears the Lord.

Psalm 128:3-4, ESV



Fearing the Lord is 
connected to joy, blessing, 

and abundance in the 
family.



The Lord bless you from Zion!  
May you see the prosperity of 
Jerusalem all the days of your life! 

May you see your children's 
children! Peace be upon Israel!

Psalm 128:5-6, ESV
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The Lord bless you from Zion!  
May you see the prosperity of 
Jerusalem all the days of your life! 

May you see your children's 
children! Peace be upon Israel!

Psalm 128:5-6, ESV



In this context, prosperity means “good” 

Joy, goodness, beauty, gladness



The Lord bless you from Zion!  
May you see the prosperity of 
Jerusalem all the days of your life! 

May you see your children's 
children! Peace be upon Israel!

Psalm 128:5-6, ESV



The Lord bless you from Zion!  
May you see the prosperity of 
Jerusalem all the days of your life! 

May you see your children's 
children! Peace be upon Israel!

Psalm 128:5-6, ESV



Fearing the Lord is 
connected to joy, blessing, 

and abundance in the 
community.



What pictures  
capture your heart?



What pictures  
capture your heart?

Can you take those 
pictures to God?



What dreams  
capture your heart?

Can you take those 
dreams to God?



Imagine if…



Do you want your family 
and your home life to be  

… happy?



Do you want your family 
and your home life to be  

. . . less dysfunctional?



Do you want your work 
life to be . . . less stressful?



Takeaway Thought 

Fearing God means 
joyfully following Jesus.



All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit

Matthew 28:18-20, ESV



We can follow Jesus and 
trust him because he has 
all authority in heaven 

and on earth!



teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.

Matthew 28:18-20, ESV



We can follow Jesus and 
trust him because He is 

with us!



All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit

Matthew 28:18-20, ESV



Following Jesus will make 
your life better and will 
make you better at life.



Following Jesus will make 
your life better and will 
make you better at life. 






