
Christmas
The Rescue Mission:

LOST



Matthew 9:35–36
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and 
healing every disease and every affliction. [36] 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. 



Matthew 9:37–38
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; [38] therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest.” 



The Reality- We Are Lost



Matthew 9:35–36
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and 
healing every disease and every affliction. 
[36] When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 



Matthew 15:12–14
Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you 
know that the Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this saying?” [13] He answered, “Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
rooted up. [14] Let them alone; they are blind 
guides. 



And if the blind lead the blind, both 
will fall into a pit.”



Ephesians 2:1–3
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
[2] in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 
the sons of disobedience—[3] among whom we 
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 
like the rest of mankind. 



And if the blind lead the blind, both 
will fall into a pit.”



The Reason- Why We Are Lost



2 Peter 2:19
They promise them freedom, but they 
themselves are slaves of corruption. 
For whatever overcomes a person, to that 
he is enslaved. 



Isaiah 53:6
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to his 
own way; 



Judges 17:6
In those days there was no king in 
Israel. Everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes. 



Ecclesiastes 7:29
See, this alone I found, that God 
made man upright, but they have 
sought out many schemes. 



The Result- Why It’s 
Unthinkable To Be Lost



Romans 3:19
Now we know that whatever the law says 
it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be stopped, and 
the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 



Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately sick; who 
can understand it? 



James 1:14–15
But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. [15] 
Then desire when it has conceived gives 
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•Few preachers of religion do believe thoroughly the doctrine of the Fall, or else they think that when Adam fell 
down he broke his little finger, and did not break his neck and ruin his race. – Charles Spurgeon

•When a man truly sees himself, he knows nobody can say anything about him that is too bad. – Martyn Lloyd 
Jones

•Sin is not merely wrong acts and thoughts, but sinfulness as well, an inherent inner disposition inclining us to 
wrong acts and thoughts. We are not simply sinners because we sin; we sin because we are sinners. – Millard 
Erickson

•I hold it to be a fact, that if all persons knew what each said of the other, there would not be four friends in 
the world. – Blaise Pascal

•A man by his sin may waste himself, which is to waste that which on earth is most like God. This is man's 
greatest tragedy and God's heaviest grief. – A. W. Tozer

•Non-Christians seem to think that the Incarnation implies some particular merit or excellence in humanity. But 
of course it implies just the reverse: a particular demerit and depravity. No creature that deserved Redemption 
would need to be redeemed. They that are whole need not the physician. Christ died for men precisely because 
men are not worth dying for; to make them worth it. – C. S. Lewis



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Christmas season is officially underway. Are you a lover of all things Christmas? Or is it a difficult time for 
you? What are some of your favorite things about Christmas? Or- what are some of the hardest things 
about Christmas?

2- Jesus describes us as sheep without a shepherd? Make a list of all the truths this simple statement 
implies? 

3- A rescue mission starts with a person or people in peril? What is our ultimate dilemma? When did you 
realize that your were spiritually lost apart from Christ? Why do you think so many people don’t realize they 
are in an eternal predicament?

4- Imagine you are talking to a skeptic. She says, “I just don’t buy that we are that bad off. My husband 
and I give to charity- we love our kids- we try to make other people’s lives better.” This is a compelling 
objection. How would you try to engage that person to see that despite their ”goodness” they are indeed 
spiritually lost. (And shouting Bible verses at them doesn’t count!)

5- If Christmas is truly God’s rescue mission to save lost humanity, how then should we understand the 
events of that first night in Bethlehem? What exactly was God up to?


