
Christmas
The Rescue Mission:

SEARCH



Luke 19:1–5
He entered Jericho and was passing through. [2] And 
behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was 
a chief tax collector and was rich. [3] And he was 
seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 
[4] So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass 
that way. [5] And when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down, for I must stay at your house today.”



Luke 19:6–10
So he hurried and came down and received him 
joyfully. [7] And when they saw it, they all grumbled, 
“He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a 
sinner.” [8] And Zacchaeus stood and said to the 
Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 
I restore it fourfold.” [9] And Jesus said to him, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, since he 
also is a son of Abraham. [10] For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save the lost.” 



Luke 19:1–5
He entered Jericho and was passing 
through. [2] And behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax 
collector and was rich.



Luke 19:3
And he was seeking to see who Jesus 
was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was small in stature.



Luke 19:6–10
[5] And when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for I must stay 
at your house today.” So he hurried and 
came down and received him joyfully. [7] 
And when they saw it, they all 
grumbled, “He has gone in to be the 
guest of a man who is a sinner.”



Luke 19:8
And Zacchaeus stood and said to the 
Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.”



Luke 19:9
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation
has come to this house, since he also is a 
son of Abraham.



Luke 19:10
For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.”



Romans 3:10-11
As it is written: “None is righteous, 
no, not one; no one understands; no 
one seeks for God.



Genesis 3:21
And the LORD God made for Adam 
and for his wife garments of skins and 
clothed them. 



Exodus 19:4
‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 
the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles' wings and brought you to 
myself. 



Ezekiel 34:11–12
For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I 
myself will search for my sheep and 
will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out 
his flock when he is among his sheep that have 
been scattered, so will I seek out my 
sheep, and I will rescue them from all places 
where they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness.



Luke 15:20
And he arose and came to his father. But 
while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. 



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•The story of Zacchaeus stands in marked contrast to that of the rich young ruler. Coming so soon after the 
emphatic statement about the difficulty of the salvation of the rich (18:24f.), this incident must be seen as a 
striking manifestation of God's grace (18:27). – Leon Morris

•The description of Zacchaeus does give good hope that the other changes will follow in due course; the man is 
a capitalist—a collaborator—a crook—a notorious bad lot!—and when we witness the conversion of a person 
like that, there are two things we can hardly deny: its cause must be a power which can work miracles, and its 
effect will be repercussions all round in the society in which he lives. In other words, his world will begin to 
change. But it will be only because his heart has been changed first. – Michael Wilcock

•An “impersonal God” – well and good. A subjective God of beauty, truth and goodness, inside our own head –
better still. A formless life-force surging through us, a vast power which we can tap – best of all. But God 
Himself, alive, pulling at the other end of the cord, perhaps, approaching an infinite speed, the hunter, king, 
husband – that is quite another matter. There comes a moment when the children who have been playing at 
burglars hush suddenly: Was that a real footstep in the hall? There comes a moment when people who have 
been dabbling in religion (“Man’s search for God!”) suddenly draw back. Supposing we really found Him? We 
never meant it to come to that! Worse still, supposing He had found us? – C.S. Lewis

•When you come to knowing God, the initiative lies on His side. If He does not show Himself, nothing you can 
do will enable you to find Him.– C. S. Lewis



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Greg told a story to start the message. In a non-cell phone era, he had no way of telling Lisa that he was 
en route to pick Lisa up. It was killing him not being able to let Lisa know he was hurrying to get to her. Can 
you relate to this story. Why do we want our loved ones to know that we are thinking of them?

2- What specifically do you think Zacchaeus was “seeking” when he shimmied up that sycamore tree to see 
Jesus? Do you think he had any expectation the story would end the way it did?

3- Why do you think Jesus didn’t care that others grumbled that he would show such attention to a “vile 
sinner” like Zacchaeus?

4- Luke 19:10. Imagine if the verse just said “The Son of Man came to save the lost.” How would this be 
different compared to what it actually says?

5- Think back on your own story of coming to faith in Christ. How can you tell the story “forward”- i.e. how 
you pursued God? Now think (in hindsight) how you can tell it “backward”- i.e. that God was actually 
pursuing you?


