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If the Epistle to the Romans is the purest 
expression of the gospel, the Epistle to the 
Ephesians is the sublimest and the most 
majestic expression of it. There are statements 
and passages in this Epistle which really baffle 
description. The great Apostle piles epithet 
upon epithet, adjective upon adjective, and still 
he cannot express himself adequately.
– Martyn Lloyd Jones



I saw a new world. Everything was new. I 
had a new outlook, new experiences, new 
attitudes to other people. I loved God. Jesus 
Christ became the center of everything. I 
had been ‘quickened’; I was really alive. 

– John Mackay



Man- I hate the start of a new 
NFL season.
- No one. Ever



Ephesians 1:1-2                                                  
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will 
of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, 
and are faithful in Christ Jesus:[2] Grace 
to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 



Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the 
will of God

“apostolos-” One who is sent- like an 
emissary with a message



2 Corinthians 8:23                                
As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow 
worker for your benefit. And as for our 
brothers, they are messengers of the 
churches, the glory of Christ. 



2 Corinthians 8:23                                
As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow 
worker for your benefit. And as for our 
brothers, they are apostoloi of the 
churches, the glory of Christ. 



1 Corinthians 9:1                                 
Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have 
I not seen Jesus our Lord? 

2 Corinthians 12:12                               
The signs of a true apostle were 
performed among you with utmost 
patience, with signs and wonders and 
mighty works. 



Ephesians 3:1                                     
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles



Acts 16:23                                              
And when they had inflicted many blows upon 
them, they threw them into prison, 
ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 

Acts 24:23                                              
Then he gave orders to the centurion that he 
should be kept in custody but have some 
liberty, and that none of his friends should be 
prevented from attending to his needs. 



What does it matter that Paul is in prison, 
that his deprivations are real, and that his 
opposition is great? He speaks for God, and 
knowing this fills him with courage and 
purpose for the challenges of his calling.     

– Bryan Chappell



Paul’s willingness to die to the priorities of his own 
glory is evident in the titles that he uses to 
describe himself. The first title is so familiar to us 
that it may escape our notice: Paul. Remember 
that this same man, prior to his calling, had the 
name Saul, a reminder of the first king of Israel 
who was chosen for his strength, bearing, and 
stature above his peers. What does the name Paul 
mean? Small. In his calling this Jewish holy man 
has gone from “Big Saul” to “Small Paul,” and the 
naming is not accidental. 
– Bryan Chappell



To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are 
faithful in Christ Jesus

“hagios-” Those who have been set 
apart by God and marked as 
God’s people

“pistois-” Those who have believed-
clearly a reference to those 
who have true faith in Jesus.



1:15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith 
in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints

1:18 …that you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 

2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 



3:8 To me, though I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

4:12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, 

6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer 
and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all 
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints



The mark of a saint is not perfection, but 
consecration. A saint is not a man without 
faults, but a man who has given himself 
without reserve to God.                          

– Brook Foss Westcott



[2] Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Grace” God’s undeserved kindness and 
benevolence to the undeserving.

“Peace” The direct result of grace- when no 
longer opposes us there is a 
cessation of hostility.



Romans 5:1                                 
Therefore, since we have been justified
by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. [2] Through 
him we have also obtained access by faith 
into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.



Ezekiel 36:26 And I will give you a new heart, and a 
new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 



The greatest witness to Paul of the great power of 
the gospel is its claim on his own heart. When he 
was Christ’s enemy, God called him. When there was 
no desire to seek Jesus, the Savior made this 
Pharisee of the Jews an apostle of Jesus. Paul has 
been transferred from one universe to another, and it 
is plain to him that this was not and could not be his 
own doing but, rather, the sovereign work of God.

– Bryan Chapell


