


Ephesians 5:1–5

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. [2] 
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. [3] But 
sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must 
not even be named among you, as is proper among 
saints. [4] Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor 
crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let 
there be thanksgiving. [5] For you may be sure of this, 
that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 
who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 



Ephesians 5:6-11
[6] Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 
the sons of disobedience. [7] Therefore do not become 
partners with them; [8] for at one time you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light [9] (for the fruit of light is found in all 
that is good and right and true), [10] and try to discern 
what is pleasing to the Lord. [11] Take no part in the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 



Ephesians 5:13–14
But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes 
visible, [14] for anything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.” (ESV)



Ephesians 5:1–2
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children. [2] And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 



Leviticus 11:45
For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land 
of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, 
for I am holy.” 

Luke 6:36
Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

1 John 4:11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 



1 Peter 2:21
For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps. 



Ephesians 5:3
But sexual immorality and all impurity or 
covetousness must not even be named among you, as 
is proper among saints. 

2 Peter 2:14                                                          

They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. 
They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained 
in greed. Accursed children! 



Ephesians 5:1–5
[4] Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor 
crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let 
there be thanksgiving. [5] For you may be sure of this, 
that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 
who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 



Ephesians 5:1–5
[4] Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude 
joking, which are out of place, but instead let there 
be thanksgiving. [5] For you may be sure of this, that 
everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is 
covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God. 



Ephesians 5:6-7
[6] Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 
the sons of disobedience. [7] Therefore do not 
become partners with them; 



Ephesians 5:6-10
for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light [9] (for 
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 
and true), [10] and try to discern what is pleasing 
to the Lord. 



1 Thessalonians 4:1–5

Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord 
Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to 
walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that 
you do so more and more. [2] For you know what 
instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] 
For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
abstain from sexual immorality; [4] that each one 
of you know how to control his own body in 
holiness and honor, [5] not in the passion of lust like 
the Gentiles who do not know God; 



Ephesians 5:11–14
[11] Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them. But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, [14] for 
anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.” 



Matthew 26:41
Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” 



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•By Christ’s reconciliation we of all nations and backgrounds are reckoned as God’s dearly loved children. God’s 
imperatives, and our obedience, rest on that loving relationship; they do not form the relationship. We obey 
because we are loved; we are not loved because we obey. The love of our Father precedes and stimulates the 
obedience of his children. We are to forgive and live and love as dearly loved children imitating the One who already 
is our Father, not performing to bribe God to become our Father. – Bryan Chapell

•But the reason why Christians should dislike and avoid vulgarity is not because we have a warped view of sex, and 
are either ashamed or afraid of it, but because we have a high and holy view of it as being in its right place God’s 
good gift, which we do not want to see cheapened. All God’s gifts, including sex, are subjects for thanksgiving, 
rather than for joking. To joke about them is bound to degrade them; to thank God for them is the way to preserve 
their worth as the blessings of a loving Creator. – John Stott

•We should pursue purity because the purpose of our redemption is holiness, not impurity. Impurity runs counter to 
everything God had in mind when He created us, called us, and redeemed us in Jesus. – Sam Storms

•When a serpent comes across your path speaking lies, you should run from it or kill it. You shouldn’t sit around for 
a friendly chat. – Ed Welch



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Why do you think so many people think the Bible is against sex? Have Christians done anything to 
reinforce this idea? How can we help skeptics see that the Bible has a positive, celebratory tone regarding 
the gift of sex?

2- In Ephesus sexual promiscuity was rampant. Imagine how many people who came to faith and Christ 
never even considered that their conversion would have implications on their sexual behavior. Do you see a 
parallel today?

3- Greg said that the great danger of men joking about sex with women other than their wives is a gateway 
to infidelity- arguing that humor has great power to weaken defenses. Do you agree? Do you know of any 
situations where infidelity has started with “harmless” humor? 

4- Greg also talked about “inferior motivations” to sexual purity (greater happiness, emotional wellness, 
etc…). These things have some value but they pail in comparison to the motivation given by the New 
Testament- to please the Lord (v. 10). Why do you think pleasing God is superior to these other 
motivations?

5- How do you think we can help equip the younger generation to value sexual purity in a world where 
anything goes?


