


Ephesians 5:15–21
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as 
wise, [16] making the best use of the time, because the 
days are evil. [17] Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. [18] And do not 
get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled 
with the Spirit, [19] addressing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your heart, [20] giving thanks 
always and for everything to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, [21] submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 



Ephesians 5:15–16
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise 
but as wise, [16] making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil. 



Romans 13:11
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we first believed. 

Colossians 4:5–6
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best 
use of the time. [6] Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how you ought to answer each person. 



Ephesians 5:17-18
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. [18] And do 
not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 



Ephesians 5:6-10
[6] Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 
the sons of disobedience. [7] Therefore do not become 
partners with them; [8] for at one time you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light [9] (for the fruit of light is found in all 
that is good and right and true), [10] and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 



Psalm 104:14–15
You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and 
plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth 
food from the earth [15] and wine to gladden the 
heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread 
to strengthen man's heart.

Ecclesiastes 10:19
Bread is made for laughter, and wine gladdens life, 
and money answers everything. 



Ezekiel 16:49
Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her 
daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, 
but did not aid the poor and needy. 

Proverbs 20:1
Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, and whoever is 
led astray by it is not wise. 

1 Timothy 6:10
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered away from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 



Ephesians 5:17-18
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. [18] And do not 
get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 
but be filled with the Spirit, 



Ephesians 1:22–23                                                              
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, [23] which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. 

Exodus 40:34–35                                                               
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. [35] And Moses was not able to 
enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

Acts 2:1–2                                                                        
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 
place. [2] And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 



John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 



Ephesians 3:19                                                               
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Ephesians 4:10
He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all 
the heavens, that he might fill all things.

Ephesians 4:13                                                              
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ



Ephesians 5:18–21
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 

[19] addressing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to 
the Lord with your heart, [20] giving thanks always 
and for everything to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, [21] submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•Wisdom is the right of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. Many men know a great deal, and are 
all the greater fools for it. There is no fool so great a fool as a knowing fool. But to know how to use 
knowledge is to have wisdom. – Charles Spurgeon

•People who are drunk give way to wild, dissolute and uncontrolled actions. They behave like 
animals, indeed worse than animals. The results of being filled with the Spirit are totally different. If 
excessive alcohol dehumanizes, turning a human being into a beast, the fullness of the Spirit makes 
us more human, for he makes us like Christ.  – John Stott

•The passive voice of the verb is suggestive of yielding to the Spirit and cooperating with the Spirit, 
who desires to fill the lives of believers in increasing measure. – Clinton Arnold
•Such are the wholesome results of the fullness of the Holy Spirit. They all concern our relationships. 
If we are filled with the Spirit, we shall be harmoniously related both to God (worshipping him with 
joy and thanksgiving) and to each other (speaking and submitting to one another). In brief, Spirit-
filled believers love God and love each other, which is hardly surprising since the first fruit of the 
Spirit is love. – John Stott



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Paul urges us to walk in wisdom. How is wisdom different than knowledge? Can you think of some 
examples of great knowledge with little or no wisdom?

2- What do you think it means to make “the best use of the time?” And how is this idea related to the days 
being evil?

3- So what does this passage say about how the Christian should approach social drinking? What is the 
problem with drunkenness? How can Christians who do and don’t practice social drinking still find unity?

4- What does it mean to “be filled” with the Holy Spirit? How is this different than “fill yourself with the Holy 
Spirit?”

5- Greg said the Christians often don’t know quite what to do with the person of the Holy Spirit- kind of like 
the “weird uncle” at a family get together. Can you relate to this? Why do you think the Holy Spirit is often 
the hardest member of the Trinity to understand?

5- What should the church look like when the Holy Spirit is filling it with all the fullness of Christ? 


