


Ephesians 6:1–4
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right. [2] “Honor your father and mother” (this is 
the first commandment with a promise), [3] “that it 
may go well with you and that you may live long in 
the land.” [4] Fathers, do not provoke your children 
to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord. 



Ephesians 6:1–4                                    
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right.

Proverbs 1:8
Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and 
forsake not your mother's teaching, 

Proverbs 30:17
The eye that mocks a father and scorns to obey 
a mother will be picked out by the ravens of the 
valley and eaten by the vultures. 



Ephesians 6:1–4
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right.



Ephesians 6:2-3
“Honor your father and mother” (this is the 
first commandment with a promise), [3] 
“that it may go well with you and that you may 
live long in the land.”



Ephesians 6:4
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
but bring them up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord. 



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•It is quite true that in the parallel passage in Colossians children are told to obey parents ‘in 

everything’. 7 But this is balanced in Ephesians by the command to obey them in the Lord (6: 1). 

The latter instruction surely modifies the former. Children are not to obey their parents in absolutely 

everything without exception, but in everything which is compatible with their primary loyalty, 

namely to their Lord Jesus Christ. – John Stott

•“In the Lord” does not modify “parents” and thus indicate “Christian parents,” but refers to the verb 

“obey.” Paul thus appeals to the children to have an obedience that transcends the parental “because 

I said so” to a motivation rooted in a respect for the Lord Jesus Christ himself. There may also be an 

element of divine enablement implicit in this expression as we will also see in the subsequent 

exhortation, “be strong in the Lord” (6: 10). – Clinton Arnold

•When a young mother cannot bring herself to discipline her child, when a father will not supply the 

time or attention to discipline, when the latest childrearing book has made us question whether we 

should just ignore some improper outburst from a child—in each of these moments we need the 

straightforward simplicity this Scripture supplies. If we love our children too much to require them to 

do what is right, then we have not really loved them enough. - Bryan Chapell



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- What is your memory of childhood regarding how your parents expected you to behave? Were there
consequences for bad behavior? Did you learn which parent was the “softy” and which was the true 
disciplinarian? Have you modeled your parents methods or made any adjustments?

2- What are the tragic consequences when a child doesn’t obey his parents? For himself, for his family, for 
larger society? Can you think of an example (hopefully no one at CFC!!!) that has suffered terrible 
consequences for a lack of obedience.

3- Greg titled this message “The Gospel Impacted Home.” How should the gospel SPECIFICALLY impact the 
relationships in a nuclear family. In other words- how should a gospel-impacted home differ from, say, a 
home where unbelievers have strict rules and strong moral expectations?

4- How would you respond to someone who turns Ephesians 6:1-4 into a cause-and-effect formula? “See- if 
children obey they will have a long life? If they don’t they will die young?”

5- What does it mean to “provoke” a child to wrath? Why is this so damaging to a child?  How can a father 
(or mother!) get help if they are locked into a passive-aggressive, adversarial relationship with a child?


