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Ephesians 1:13-14                                     
In him you also, when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 



[3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ
[7] In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace

[13] In him you also, when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,



[13] In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him



[13] In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him



Colossians 1:5 because of the hope laid up for 
you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in 
the word of the truth, the gospel,

2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 
has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling 
the word of truth. 



John 17:17
Sanctify them in the truth; your word 
is truth. 



The gospel is called “the word of the 
truth” because it proceeds from the God of 
truth and conveys the highest truth that 
he has to reveal
– F.F. Bruce



[13] In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him



Romans 10:17 So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word 
of Christ. 



The temptation is to undercut and maim the one 
truth by the way in which we stress the other: to 
assert man’s responsibility in a way that excludes 
God from being sovereign, or to affirm God’s 
sovereignty in a way that destroys the 
responsibility of man. In the Bible, divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility are not 
enemies. They are not uneasy neighbors; they 
are not in an endless state of cold war with each 
other. They are friends, and they work together.                                          

– J. I. Packer 



were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit



Ezekiel 36:26-27 And I will give you a new heart, and 
a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. [27] And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules.

Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I 
will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 



John 14:16-17 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Helper, to be 
with you forever, [17] even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, for he dwells with you 
and will be in you. 



were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit



Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption. 

1 Peter 1:4-5 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, [5] who by God's power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 



Exodus 28:36 “You shall make a plate of pure 
gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a 
signet, ‘Holy to the LORD.’ 

Haggai 2:23 On that day, declares the LORD of 
hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, 
declares the LORD, and make you like a signet 
ring, for I have chosen you, declares the LORD 
of hosts.” 



No matter which of these meanings you use the 
basic truth is the same.

- If the Spirit seals shut, the point must be that he 
seals in faith and seals out unbelief and 
apostasy.

- If the Spirit seals us as a sign of authenticity, 
then he is that sign and it is the Spirit's work in 
our life which is God's trademark. Our eternal 
sonship is real and authentic if we have the Spirit. 

- John Piper



[14] who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it

“arrabon”- first instalment, deposit, down 
payment, pledge, that pays a part of the 
purchase price in advance, and so secures a 
legal claim to the article in question, or makes a 
contract valid.
(Arndt’s Greek-English Lexicon)



Romans 8:16-17 The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified 
with him.

Romans 8:23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies.



Because we have witnessed the re-
creating work of God in our hearts, we are 
able to trust that what the Bible says 
about God’s ultimate renewal of all things 
is also true. 
– Bryan Chapell



to the praise of his glory. 



Verses 3-6- The Father chooses us for union with Christ and 
adoption into his family.  

to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed 
us in the Beloved (6)

Verses 7-12- The Son dies for to rescue us from sin and to lavish 
us with grace.

so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 
praise of his glory. (12)
Verses 13-14- The Spirit brings us the benefits of all that Jesus 
accomplished and seals us as God’s family till the end of time.
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory (14)



It was the whole Trinity, which at the 
beginning of creation said, "Let us make 
man.” It was the whole Trinity again, 
which at the beginning of the Gospel 
seemed to say, "Let us save man.”              

– J. C. Ryle


