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Ephesians 2:11-13                                
Therefore remember that at one time you 
Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” 
by what is called the circumcision, which is made 
in the flesh by hands—[12] remember that you 
were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. [13] But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 



Ephesians 2:14-17                                            
For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 
wall of hostility [15] by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, [16] and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
killing the hostility. [17] And he came and preached 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those 
who were near.



Ephesians 2:18-22                                           
For through him we both have access in one Spirit 
to the Father. [19] So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of 
God, [20] built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, [21] in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord. [22] In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 



Therefore remember that at one time you 
Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the 
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands



Genesis 17:9-10 And God said to Abraham, “As for 
you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations. 
[10] This is my covenant, which you shall keep, 
between me and you and your offspring after you: 
Every male among you shall be circumcised.

Genesis 17:14 Any uncircumcised male who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be 
cut off from his people; he has broken my 
covenant.” 



1 Samuel 17:26 And David said to the men 
who stood by him, “What shall be done for 
the man who kills this Philistine and takes 
away the reproach from Israel? For who is 
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he 
should defy the armies of the living God?” 



[12] remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world.



Exodus 13:3 Then Moses said to the people, 
“Remember this day in which you came out 
from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by 
a strong hand the LORD brought you out from 
this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. 

Deuteronomy 15:15 You shall remember that 
you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the 
LORD your God redeemed you; therefore I 
command you this today.



Romans 9:4-5 They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises. [5] To them 
belong the patriarchs, and from their 
race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, 
who is God over all, blessed forever. 
Amen. 



Without Christ! If this be the description of 
some of you, we need not talk to you 
about the fires of hell; let this be enough 
to startle you, that you are in such a 
desperate state as to be without Christ. 
Oh! What terrible evils lie clustering thick 
within these two words!

– Charles Spurgeon



[13] But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 



Psalm 73:27 For behold, those who are far 
from you shall perish; you put an end to 
everyone who is unfaithful to you.



Isaiah 43:6 I will say to the north, Give up, and 
to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons 
from afar and my daughters from the end 
of the earth, 



[14] he himself is our peace

[15] so making peace

[17] And he came and preached peace



[14] For he himself is our peace, who has 
made us both one and has broken down 
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility



John 10:16 And I have other sheep that are 
not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd.

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 
is no male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.



[15] by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the two, so 
making peace, 



Did Jesus abolish God’s perfect law?
Matthew 5:17-18 Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. [18] For truly, I say to 
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. 

Luke 16:17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one dot of the Law to become 
void.



[15] by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, 



Colossians 2:16-17 Therefore let no one pass 
judgment on you in questions of food and 
drink, or with regard to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath. [17] These are a shadow 
of the things to come, but the substance 
belongs to Christ. 



These regulations erected a serious barrier 
between Jews and Gentiles, but Jesus set 
this whole ceremonial aside. 

– John Stott



[16] and might reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. [17] And he came and preached peace 
to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near.



2 Corinthians 5:18-19 All this is from God, 
who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
[19] that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation.



[18] For through him we both have access in 
one Spirit to the Father. [19] So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 



God ordained the death of his Son to reconcile 
alien people groups to each other in one body 
in Christ. This too was the design of the death 
of Christ. Think on this: Christ died to take 
enmity and anger and disgust and jealousy and 
self-pity and fear and envy and hatred and 
malice and indifference away from your heart 
toward all other persons who are in Christ by 
faith—whatever the race.                               
– John Piper



[19] members of the household of God, 
[20] built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, [21] in whom the whole 
structure, being joined together, grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord. [22] In him you also 
are being built together into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit. 



1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from 
God? You are not your own, [20] for you 
were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body.



There is nothing as noble as the Church, seeing that it is the 
temple of God.

There is nothing so worthy of reverence, seeing God 
who dwells in it.

There is nothing so ancient, since 
the patriarchs and prophets worked to building it.

There is nothing so solid, since Jesus Christ is the foundation of 
it.

There is nothing so high, since it reaches as high as to 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.



There is nothing so perfect and well proportioned, since the Holy 
Spirit is the architect.

There is nothing more beautiful, because it is adorned with 
building stones of every age, every place, every people; from 
the highest kings to the lowest peasants; with the most brilliant 
scientists and the simplest believers.
There is nothing more spacious, since it is spread over the whole 
earth, and takes in all who have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

There is nothing so divine, since it is a living building, animated
and inhabited by the Holy Spirit.

- Adam Clarke


