
Death-Defying
Dependence



How often do I think about 
death and dying?



How often do I think about 
death and dying?

How often do I think about my 
own death?





Hebrews 2:14
Since therefore the children share 
in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 



Hebrews 2:15
and deliver all those who through 
fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery. 



Hebrews 2:15
and deliver all those who through 
fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery. 



Death is presented in Scripture 
as anything but calm, peaceful

or natural.



Death is presented in Scripture 
as anything but calm, peaceful

or natural.

Have you ever wondered why 
we’re all afraid of something 

so benign?



Job 18:14
He is torn from the tent in which 
he trusted and is brought to the 
king of terrors.



Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin came into 
the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men 
because all sinned—



1 Corinthians 15:26
The last enemy to be destroyed 
is death. 



And you, my father, there on the sad 
height,
Curse, bless, me now with your fierce 
tears, I pray.
Do not go gentle into that good night.
Rage, rage against the dying of the light

Do not go gentle into that good night
-Dylan Thomas.



Takeaway Thought-
Everything truly terrifying 
about death has been 
permanently dismantled 
by Jesus.



Hebrews 2:14a
Since therefore the children 
share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the 
same things



Galatians 4:4
But when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born 
under the law



Hebrews 2:14b
that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 



How does the devil have the 
power of death?



How does the devil have the 
power of death?

What does Jesus do to take 
away the devil’s power?



Hebrews 2:17a
Therefore he had to be made like 
his brothers in every respect, so 
that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in the 
service of God



Hebrews 5:1                                                
For every high priest chosen from among 

men is appointed to act on behalf of men 
in relation to God, to offer gifts and 

sacrifices for sins.



Hebrews 5:1                                                
For every high priest chosen from among 

men is appointed to act on behalf of men 
in relation to God, to offer gifts and 

sacrifices for sins.

A priest is a mediator- he helps 
facilitate the relationship between 

Holy God and sinful man.



Hebrews 9:26
But as it is, he has appeared 
once for all at the end of the 
ages to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself.



Romans 6:23a
For the wages of sin is death



Romans 6:23a
For the wages of sin is death

Hebrews 9:27
And just as it is appointed for man 
to die once, and after that comes 
judgment,



Hebrews 2:17b
To make propitiation for the 
sins of his people.



Propitiation= Full satisfaction 
of God’s perfect 
justice and his 
hatred of all sin.



2 Corinthians 4:4
In their case the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 



The devil’s only real power is to 
lock us up in our sin and keep us 
from going to Jesus to 
forgiveness.



Hebrews 2:14
Since therefore the children share 
in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 



Hebrews 2:15
and deliver all those who through 
fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery. 



Takeaway Thought-
Everything truly terrifying 
about death has been 
permanently dismantled 
by Jesus.



Community Group Quotes
•I’m not afraid of death. I just don’t want to be there when it happens. – Woody Allen

•One may live as a conqueror, a king or a magistrate; but he must die as a man. – Daniel Webster

•The fear of dying is so natural for sinful people who are not ready to meet God, that it rules them 
like a silent master who takes many forms. The main form is the dream world of denial. Most people 
simply do not let themselves think about what is absolutely inevitable, namely, their own death. 
They are driven, consciously or unconsciously, to shut their eyes and close their ears and blank their 
minds to every thought that they are going to die and give an account to God. – John Piper

•In his divine nature alone Christ's life was indestructible (Hebrews 7:16). He could not die. But a death was 
necessary to deal with guilt and the punishment of sin. So Christ became human precisely so that he could 
die. This is what love does. It embraces suffering and death for the life of others. – John Piper

•Death in its substance has been removed, and only the shadow of it remains… Nobody is afraid of a 
shadow, for a shadow cannot block a man’s pathway for even a moment. The shadow of a dog can’t bite; 
the shadow of a sword can’t kill. – Charles Spurgeon



Community Group Questions
1- Can you relate to father/son chat from the tv show The Middle? “Why sure Brick- everybody 
is afraid of death. It’s terrifying. That’s why we distract ourselves with books, candy, water parks 
and TV.”  Is this the way you have dealt (or not dealt) with death?

2- Why are so many people terrified at the thought of death? What is the difference between 
fear of death and fear of dying?

3- The takeaway thought was “Everything truly terrifying about death has been permanently 
dismantled by Jesus.” What is the “truly terrifying” stuff in particular? And how has Jesus dealt 
with this?

4- John Piper has written, “What it means is that the only weapon the devil can use to destroy 
us in death is our sin. Nobody goes to hell because they are oppressed by the devil or even 
possessed by the devil. Nobody goes to hell because they are harassed by the devil or get shot 
at by the devil or given hallucinations by the devil. These are all smoke screens to hide the one 
deadly power in Satan's artillery, namely, unforgiven sin. The only reason anybody goes to hell 
is because of their own sin. And all Satan can do is fight like hell to keep you sinning and to 
keep you away from the one who forgives sin.”  How does this quote strike you?


