


2 Corinthians 7:8–10
For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not 
regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that 
letter grieved you, though only for a while. [9] As it 
is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but 
because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt 
a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.
[10] For godly grief produces a repentance that leads 
to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief 
produces death. 



2 Corinthians 7:11–12
[11] For see what earnestness this godly grief has 
produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, 
what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have 
proved yourselves innocent in the matter. [12] So 
although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the 
one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one 
who suffered the wrong, but in order that your 
earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the 
sight of God. (ESV)



2 Corinthians 7:9–10
For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no 
loss through us.
[10] For godly grief produces a repentance that 
leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly 
grief produces death. 



Revelation 12:9-10
The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent 
called the devil, or SATAN, who leads the whole world 
astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: now have come 
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, 
and the authority of his Christ. For THE ACCUSER of our 
brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down.

Hebrews 12:6 
For the LORD DISCIPLINES the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives."



GUILT FOCUSES ON DEFICIENCIES. 

GRACE FOCUSES ON GROWTH. 

Guilt: “You’re so weak in prayer, and Bible 
reading and witnessing.”

Grace:  “Just as you’ve grown in loving other 
Christians, so will you grow in these 
other areas.”



GUILT CREATES BEGRUDGING SERVICE.

GRACE CREATES JOYFUL SERVICE. 

Guilt: “You’d better help out at the mission this 
week, too bad if it’s an inconvenience.”

Grace: “Hey, if you could come, that’d be great.  
It’s awesome to see these needy people 
come to Christ.”



GUILT PRESSURES.  GRACE ENCOURAGES.

Guilt: “Come on!  Come on!  You’ve really got 
to be there.”

Grace: “If you can, that’d be great.  If not don’t 
worry about it.”



GUILT MANIPULATES.  

GRACE SPEAKS TRUTHFULLY.

Guilt: “Oh, that’s too bad you can’t come.  He 
was really looking forward to seeing 
you. Well, that’s ok.  I guess he can just 
leave us without seeing any of his 
friends.  I understand.  I’ll just tell him
that you’re too busy.  Really, it’s ok.”

Grace: “Well, he’ll probably be disappointed, 
but he’ll certainly understand that you 
had a prior commitment.  If he doesn’t, 
then I’ll urge him to call you and talk it out.”



GUILT CONDEMNS.  GRACE CONVICTS.

Guilt: “You’re such a spiritual loser.  God won’t 
even listen to your prayers.

Grace: “You are perfectly righteous in God’s 
eyes because of Christ’s work; 
therefore, set your mind on Christ who 
has freed you from your sin.”



Community Group Quotes
•The supreme end of education is expert discernment in all things--the power to tell the good from the 
bad, the genuine from the counterfeit, and to prefer the good and the genuine to the bad and the 
counterfeit. – Samuel Johnson

•Very few of us know anything about conviction of sin. We know the experience of being 
disturbed because we have done wrong things. But conviction of sin by the Holy Spirit blots 
out every relationship on earth and makes us aware of only one -- "Against You, You only, 
have I sinned . . ." (Psalm 51:4)  – Oswald Chambers

•God’s grace does not come to people who morally out perform others, but to those who 
admit their failure to perform and who acknowledge their need for a savior.” – Tim Keller

•Heaven is populated entirely by forgiven sinners, not by spiritual and moral aces. – Robert 
Capon


