
PT. 1 
GOD UNSTOPPABLE



Jonah 1:1
Now the word of the LORD 
came to Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, 



2 Kings 14:23
In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the 
son of Joash, king of Judah, 
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of 
Israel, began to reign in Samaria, 
and he reigned forty-one years…



2 Kings 14:25
He restored the border of Israel …, 
according to the word of the 
LORD…which he spoke by his 
servant Jonah the son of Amittai, 
the prophet



Jonah 1:2
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out against it, for their 
evil has come up before me.” 



Genesis 18:20–21
Then the LORD said, “Because the 
outcry against Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great…[21] I will go 
down to see…altogether according 
to the outcry that has come to 
me. And if not, I will know.” 



Jonah 1:3a
But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish 
from the presence of the LORD. 
He went down to Joppa and found a 
ship going to Tarshish. 



Jonah 1:3b
So he paid the fare and went down 
into it, to go with them to Tarshish, 
away from the presence of the 
LORD. 





Running away from God is 
never spatial; it is always 
relational. 



Jonah 1:4
But the LORD hurled a great wind 
upon the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest on the sea, so that 
the ship threatened to break up. 



Jonah 1:5
Then the mariners were afraid, and 
each cried out to his god…But 
Jonah had gone down into the inner 
part of the ship and had lain down 
and was fast asleep. 



Jonah 1:6
So the captain came and said to him, 
“What do you mean, you sleeper? 
Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps 
the god will give a thought to us, 
that we may not perish.” 



Jonah 1:7
And they said to one another, “Come, let 
us cast lots, that we may know on whose 
account this evil has come upon us.” So 
they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 



Jonah 1:8
Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose 
account this evil has come upon us. What 
is your occupation? And where do you 
come from? What is your country? And of 
what people are you?” 



Proverbs 16:33
The lot is cast into the lap, but its 
every decision is from the LORD. 



Jonah 1:9
And he said to them, “I am a 
Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the 
God of heaven, who made the 
sea and the dry land.” 



Jonah 1:10

Then the men were exceedingly 

afraid and said to him, “What is this 

that you have done!” For the men 

knew that he was fleeing from the 

presence of the LORD, because he 

had told them.



Jonah 1:11
Then they said to him, “What shall 
we do to you, that the sea may 
quiet down for us?” For the sea 
grew more and more tempestuous. 



Jonah 1:12
He said to them, “Pick me up and 
hurl me into the sea; then the sea 
will quiet down for you, for I know 
it is because of me that this great 
tempest has come upon you.”



Jonah 1:13
Nevertheless, the men rowed 
hard to get back to dry land, but 
they could not, for the sea grew 
more and more tempestuous 
against them. 



Jonah 1:14
Therefore they called out to the 
LORD, “O LORD, let us not perish 
for this man's life, and lay not on us 
innocent blood, for you, O LORD, 
have done as it pleased you.”



Jonah 1:15
So they picked up Jonah and 
hurled him into the sea, and the 
sea ceased from its raging.



Jonah 1:16
Then the men feared the LORD 
exceedingly, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the LORD and 
made vows. 



Jonah 1:17
And the LORD appointed a great 
fish to swallow up Jonah. And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•In Israel the prophets served as God’s prosecuting attorneys. Armed with divine subpoenas, they 
were to file suit against Israel for breaking their covenant with God. – R. C. Sproul

•If God is not sovereign in the decisions and actions of other people as they affect us, then there is a 
whole major area of our lives where we cannot trust God; where we are left, so to speak, to fend for 
ourselves. – Jerry Bridges. 

•There is no attribute of God more comforting to his children than the doctrine of Divine Sovereignty. 
Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe troubles, they believe that Sovereignty 
hath ordained their afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify 
them all. There is nothing for which the children of God ought more earnestly to contend than the 
dominion of their Master over all creation—the kingship of God over all the works of his own hands—
the throne of God, and his right to sit upon that throne. – Charles Spurgeon

•God’s center is everywhere, His circumference nowhere. – Thomas Watson



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Greg talked about things people run away from. Anybody want to be so bold to say what they have 
typically run away from in life?

2- Have you ever done a study on the book of Jonah? Do you remember anything from it? Why do you 
think this book is often relegated to the category of ”children’s story?”

3- Greg said many people are confused about the nature of prophets in the Bible. Folks are more inclined to 
think “medium,” “fortune-teller” or “mystic.” How might you explain what a “prophet” is to someone who 
knows nothing about the Bible?

4- Running away from God is a relational truth- not a spatial truth. What does that mean to you? In what 
ways have you experienced it to be true?

5- Look over Jonah chapter 1. It appears what Jonah meant to be a detour from God’s plan God meant to 
be a soul-saving mission. Why do we know this to be true? Do you think Jonah had any clue that God was 
ALREADY using him to reach lost people? Take a moment to think- before you knew Jesus, where do you 
see evidence of God being UNSTOPPABLE?


