
PT. 2 
FAITH IN A FISH



Jonah 1:17
And the LORD appointed a great 
fish to swallow up Jonah. And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights.



Can we as educated, modern 
people really make room for a 
Disney-like, man-inside-of-a-
whale story?



Matthew 12:39
But he answered them, “An evil 
and adulterous generation seeks 
for a sign, but no sign will be 
given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. 



Matthew 12:40
For just as Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man 
be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth. 



Matthew 12:41
The men of Nineveh will rise up at 
the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it, for they 
repented at the preaching of 
Jonah, and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here.



Matthew 12:40
For just as Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of 
the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth. 



Matthew 16:21
From that time Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and on the third day be raised.



Jonah 2:1
Then Jonah prayed to the LORD 
his God from the belly of the fish, 



We can be so intrigued by what’s 
going on inside of the fish that 
we miss what’s going on inside 
of Jonah.



Jonah 2:2
“I called out to the LORD, out of 
my distress, and he answered 
me; out of the belly of Sheol I 
cried, and you heard my voice.



Jonah 2:3
For you cast me into the deep, into 
the heart of the seas, and the flood 
surrounded me; all your waves and 
your billows passed over me.



Psalm 46:1–2
God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble. [2]
Therefore we will not fear though 
the earth gives way, though the 
mountains be moved into the heart 
of the sea,



Psalm 46:3–4
though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble at 
its swelling. There is a river 
whose streams make glad the 
city of God



Jonah 2:4
Then I said, ‘I am driven away from 
your sight; yet I shall again look 
upon your holy temple.’



Jonah 2:5
The waters closed in over me to 
take my life; the deep surrounded 
me; weeds were wrapped about 
my head 



Jonah 2:6
at the roots of the mountains. I 
went down to the land whose bars 
closed upon me forever; yet you 
brought up my life from the 
pit, O LORD my God.



If you’re not dead, God’s 
not done!



Jonah 2:7
When my life was fainting 
away, I remembered the LORD, 
and my prayer came to you, into 
your holy temple. 



Jonah 2:8
Those who pay regard to vain idols 
forsake their hope of steadfast 
love. 



Jonah 2:9
But I with the voice of 
thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; 
what I have vowed I will pay. 
Salvation belongs to the 
LORD!” 



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•It is true that a preacher may cite as illustrations fictitious or allegorical personages, but he must not cite 
them as analogical evidence. Let him try this before an audience of unbelievers and he will find them 
muttering, “That proves nothing, the thing never happened.” – Charles Harris

•If a man can predict his own death and resurrection, and pull it off, I just go with whatever that 
man says. – Andy Stanley

•Those who believe in the God of the Bible will have little difficulty believing that such a miracle is possible.  
If the God of the Bible can raise up Jesus Christ from the dead, He can certainly cause a great monster of 
the deep to be alongside the ship when His prophet is thrown overboard and can cause it to swallow him.  
– James Montgomery Boice

•I was so obsessed with what was going on in the fish that I missed what was going on inside of Jonah. –
John Thomas Carlisle

•What! Get to Heaven on your own strength? Why, you might as well try to climb to the moon on a rope of 
sand!– George Whitefield



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Let’s get real about the man inside of the giant fish thing? Is it hard to believe? Can you empathize with 
the skeptic who struggles with its truthfulness? Do you think we need to “die on the hill” for the story’s 
literalness? Could there be a way a skeptic could still get something out of the story if they saw it as a 
fable?

2- Read Matthew 12:39-41. What does Jesus’ view of the story seem to be? What might you say if someone 
said “Jesus is just referencing a cool story the way I could reference something from a Star Wars movie?”

3- It’s doubtful Jonah had a quill and parchment handy in the guts of the fish. So the poem/prayer was 
probably written down later- but it does capture the essence of what he prayed during those unthinkable 
three days. What did Jonah specifically praise God for in this prayer?

4- Greg said the “temple” is the symbol of God’s presence. What are the implications of ”looking to God’s 
temple” in the following circumstances: marriage problems, financial problems, work problems, and 
sickness?

5- What about Jonah’s experience made him absolutely certain that salvation comes from God alone?


