
PT. 3 
A Sentence-Ending Sentence



Jonah 2:10
And the Lord spoke to the fish, 
and it vomited Jonah out upon the 
dry land.



Jonah 1:9
And he said to them, "I am a 
Hebrew, and I fear the Lord, the 
God of heaven, who made the sea 
and the dry land."



Jonah 3:2
"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out against it the 
message that I tell you."



Jonah 1:2
"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out against it, for their 
evil has come up before me."



Jonah 3:3
So Jonah arose and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of 
the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, three days' 
journey in breadth.



Jonah 3:4
Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day's journey. And he called 
out, "Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!"



Three Elements In Jonah’s Message

1. Sin exposed (implicit in the 
message, explicit to the reader)



Three Elements In Jonah’s Message

2. Time Running Out (“forty days”)



Three Elements In Jonah’s Message

3. Certainty of Judgment 
(“overthrown”)



Jonah 3:5
And the people of Nineveh believed 
God. They called for a fast and put 
on sackcloth, from the greatest of 
them to the least of them.



Three Elements In Ninevites’ Response

1. Agreement: They had sinned 
(Implicit in immediate response)



Three Elements In Ninevites’ Response

2. Faith (“the people of Nineveh 
believed in God”)



Three Elements In Ninevites’ Response

3. Repentance: (“they called a fast 
and put on sackcloth”)



Jonah 3:6
The word reached the king of 
Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, removed his robe, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat in 
ashes.



Jonah 3:7
And he issued a proclamation and 
published through Nineveh, "By the 
decree of the king and his nobles: 
Let neither man nor beast, herd nor 
flock, taste anything. Let them not 
feed or drink water,



Jonah 3:8
but let man and beast be covered 
with sackcloth, and let them call out 
mightily to God. Let everyone turn 
from his evil way and from the 
violence that is in his hands.



Jonah 3:9
Who knows? God may turn and 
relent and turn from his fierce 
anger, so that we may not perish."



Jonah 1:6
So the captain came and said to him, 
"What do you mean, you sleeper? 
Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps 
the god will give a thought to us, 
that we may not perish."



Two 8th Century Events

1) 765 BC: A severe famine strikes 
Assyria (Nineveh is the capital)



Two 8th Century Events

2) 763 BC: A Solar Eclipse



Jonah 3:10
When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil way, 
God relented of the disaster 
that he had said he would do to 
them, and he did not do it.



Luke 13:1
There were some present at that 
very time who told him about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices.



Luke 13:2
And he answered them, “Do you 
think that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all the other 
Galileans, because they suffered in 
this way?



Luke 13:3
No, I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise 
perish.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•By paralleling here (3:1-2) the book’s opening remarks, almost word for word, the author skillfully conveys 
the idea that Jonah is being offered a new beginning.  In spite of his earlier refusal, he has a fresh 
opportunity to fulfill the divine commission.  – Desmond Alexander

•We are moved to speak of Jonah’s God as the God of the Second Chance.  But honest sober reflection 
compels the saint to speak of Him as the God of the 999th chance!  Such gracious mercy as was extended 
to Jonah here, and to David, and the thief dying upon the cross, and to Peter – surely it has been granted 
to all believers through the precious blood of Jesus Christ. – William Banks

•Somewhere deep inside, in the secret chambers of our hearts, we harbor the notion that God owes us His 
mercy. Heaven would not be quite the same if we were excluded from it. We know that we are sinners, but 
we are surely not as bad as we could be. There are enough redeeming features to our personalities that if 
God is really just He will include us in salvation. What amazes us is justice, not grace. – R.C. Sproul

•God desires to exercise mercy as much as you desire to feel it. – Thomas Manton



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Can you think of a time someone gave you a second chance? Comfortable sharing it? How would you 
describe your feelings towards the person who gave you the second chance?

2- God is the God of endless chances? How can he do this? We are reluctant to give a second chance? And 
even more rarely do we give a third. How can God continue to give us chances when so many others would 
never even consider it?

3- Jonah’s message to the Ninevites is short and not-so-sweet. Is it possible to tell someone about God’s 
message (the gospel) without telling them about the danger they would otherwise face?

4- Read Luke 13:1-5. How does this story where Jesus warns his hearers to repent connect to Jonah 
chapter 3. Why do we have to tell people the hard news of coming judgment?

5- This is a setup for next week’s concluding message. How would you have felt about the Ninevites 
response to the message if you were Jonah?


