
PT. 4 
The Scandal of Grace



Jonah 3:10
When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil way, 
God relented of the disaster that he 
had said he would do to them, and 
he did not do it.



Jonah 4:1
But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly, and he was angry. 



Does our heart align with God’s 
heart about people outside of 
the faith?



Jonah 4:2a
And he prayed to the LORD and 
said, "Please LORD, was not this 
what I said while I was still in my 
own country?



Exodus 34:6
And the LORD passed before him 
and proclaimed, "The LORD, the 
LORD God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abounding in 
goodness and truth, 



Exodus 34:7
"keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin…”



Psalm 86:5
For You, Lord, are good, and ready 
to forgive, and abundant in mercy 
to all those who call upon You.



Joel 2:13
So rend your heart, and not your 
garments; return to the LORD your 
God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness; 
and He relents from doing harm.



Jonah 4:3
Therefore now, O LORD, please 
take my life from me, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.” 



Jonah 4:4
And the LORD said, “Do you do well 
to be angry?”



Jonah 4:5
Jonah went out of the city and sat to 
the east of the city and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under 
it in the shade, till he should see 
what would become of the city. 



Jonah 4:6
Now the LORD God appointed a plant 
and made it come up over Jonah, that 
it might be a shade over his head, to 
save him from his discomfort. So 
Jonah was exceedingly glad 
because of the plant. 



Jonah 4:7
But when dawn came up the next 
day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the plant, so that it 
withered.



Jonah 4:8
When the sun rose, God appointed 
a scorching east wind, and the sun 
beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint. And he asked 
that he might die and said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” 



Jonah 4:9
But God said to Jonah, “Do you do 
well to be angry for the plant?” 
And he said, “Yes, I do well to be 
angry, angry enough to die.”



Jonah 4:10
And the LORD said, “You pity the 
plant, for which you did not labor, 
nor did you make it grow, which 
came into being in a night and 
perished in a night.



Jonah 4:11
And should not I pity Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are 
more than 120,000 persons who do 
not know their right hand from 
their left, and also much cattle?”



Luke 15:7
Just so, I tell you, there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no 
repentance.



Each of us must answer the 
question- will we align our 
hearts with God’s heart for 
lost people?



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•In this final encounter the book comes full circle.  At the beginning it was the story of just two personalities:  
Jonah and God.  After Jonah had run away, the sailors came into the story and then eventually all the people of 
Nineveh.  Now, at the end, we are again back to God and his rebellious prophet.  It is always that way.  God 
gives us work to do; the work involves other people. But in the end, when it gets right down to basics, it is 
always a question of each of us as an individual and God.  It is a question of whether or not we have obeyed 
him. – James Montgomery Boice

•Mercy is the apex of God's glory the way the overflow of a fountain is the apex of the fountain's fullness. God 
is free to be merciful because He is full and utterly self-sufficient in Himself. He has no deficiencies or needs or 
defects. He relies totally on Himself for all that He is. He never had a beginning, nor underwent any process of 
improvement through some influence outside Himself. The glory of His all-sufficiency overflows in the freedom 
of His mercy to the nations. Therefore extending God's mercy and exalting God's glory are one. – John Piper

•The truth here taught is just this: that mercy stretches forth her hand to misery, that grace receives men as 
sinners, that it deals with demerit, unworthiness and worthlessness; that those who think themselves righteous 
are not the objects of divine compassion, but the unrighteous, the guilty and the undeserving, are the proper 
subjects for the infinite mercy of God; in a word, that salvation is not of merit but of grace. – Charles Spurgeon



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Greg argued that the book of Jonah is not about the whale, the repentance of the Ninevites or the 
adventures at sea. It is about the contrast between God’s heart and the heart of Jonah. Why do you think 
the book leaves it open-ended about how Jonah responded to God?

2- Can you relate to Jonah’s anger at the “unworthy” Ninevites repenting? Think hard. What’s a modern 
example of an unsavory group of people who (if we’re honest) we may not want to see repent? What does 
our (sometimes) reluctance to see these people receive mercy say about us?

3- What do you think Jonah was supposed to see in the lesson of the plant?

4- The series in Jonah has been titled “Relentless Grace.” Can you share some examples where God’s grace 
has been relentless in your own life?

5- Did you enjoy studying Jonah? How do you feel about the Old Testament? What are some ways we can 
encourage each other to keep a steady diet of the Old Testament alive in our reading and devotional life?


