




Romans 1:18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth.

Romans 3:19
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to 
those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 



Habakkuk 1:13
You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and 
cannot look at wrong,

Psalm 5:4
For you are not a God who delights in 
wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 



Romans 1:7
To all those in Rome who are loved by 
God and called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 



Romans 3:24–25
and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, [25] whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. 
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Times When God “Passed Over” Sin

The Flood-
All the earth’s population but one family is destroyed.

Sodom and Gomorrah-
2 thriving cities are destroyed by fire

Assyrian Army Decimated-
One angel slays over 185,000 angels in one night

Destruction of Jerusalem-
God uses Babylon to wipe out Israel except for a remnant.
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Propitiation- Perfect satisfaction of God’s justice



Romans 3:24–25
and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
[25] whom God put forward as a propitiation by 
his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 
show God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 

Get the gift of a “100% righteous status” 
by God’s self-motivated kindness



Matthew 5:20
For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 5:48
You therefore must be perfect, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect. 



“Abraham was perfect in all his deeds with the Lord, and 
well-pleasing in righteousness all the days of his life” 
(Jubilees 23:10)

“Abraham did not sin against Thee.” (Prayer of Manasseh 
chapter 8)

“No one has been found like him in glory” (Sirach 44:19)

A Popular Understanding Of Abraham In Paul’s Day



Romans 4:1–2
What then shall we say was gained by 
Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? [2] For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 

Did Abraham get his righteous status 
by his own hard work?



Romans 4:3
For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness.”

Abraham put faith in God and God put 
righteousness into Abraham’s spiritual 
“account.”



Philippians 3:8–9

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ [9] and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith—
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Romans 10:1–2
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved. [2] For I bear 
them witness that they have a zeal for God, but 
not according to knowledge. 

Romans 10:3
For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, 
and seeking to establish their own, they did 
not submit to God's righteousness.



So What?
If Jesus is our righteousness then we have no room 
for our own.

If Jesus is our righteousness then we are free from 
other people’s expectations of what “good Christians” 
look like.

If Jesus is our righteousness then we can have peace 
that if we die this moment we will be with him forever.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•Abraham was a good man, even a great man.  He is a model of Old Testament piety. Yet Abraham was not 
saved by his works, nor could he be saved by them. If this man could not be saved by good works, it is certain 
that you and I, who are far less pious and godly than he was, cannot be saved by them.   – James Montgomery 
Boice

•I speak of an alien righteousness, which is the righteousness of another, instilled from without.                          
– Martin Luther

•The harlot, the liar, the murderer, are short of God’s glory; but to so are you. Perhaps they stand at the 
bottom of a mine, and you on the crest of an Alp; but you are as little able to touch the stars as they. – Bishop 
Handley Moule

•The glory of the gospel is that God has declared Christians to be rightly related to him in spite of their sin. But 
our greatest temptation and mistake is to try to smuggle character into his work of grace. How easily we fall 
into the trap of assuming that we only remain justified so long as there are grounds in our character for that 
justification. But Paul’s teaching is that nothing we do ever contributes to our justification. – Sinclair Ferguson



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Just to break the ice- can you think of an ethical dilemma that leads to 
seemingly impossible choices?

2- Why do you think God can’t just “look the other way” when it comes to 
our sin? After all- he loves us. We seemingly do that everyday with people 
we love. What’s different about it when it comes to God?

3- Why is Abraham such an important example for the apostle Paul when he 
wants to show that people are saved by faith not by human effort?

4- Has it ever been hard for you to accept that your hard work does 
NOTHING to get you right with God? How does the fact that faith in Jesus 
alone saves you comfort or frustrate you?


