


Ephesians 3:20–21
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 



Ephesians 4:11–13
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [12] to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, [13] until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, 



Colossians 1:17–18
And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.

[18] And he is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 



Revelation 1:20-2:1
As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in 
my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The 
words of him who holds the seven stars in his right 
hand, who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands. 



1 Timothy 1:1                                                                    
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God 
our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,
1 Timothy 5:21                                                      
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the 
elect angels I charge you to keep these rules 
without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality.
2 Timothy 4:1                                                         
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 
his appearing and his kingdom:



Acts 9:4–5
And falling to the ground, he heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” [5] And he said, “Who are 
you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting.



Acts 20:28
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all 
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of God, 
which he obtained with his own blood. 



Titus 1:5
This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what 
remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I 
directed you—

epidiorthose



1 Timothy 4:6
If you put these things before the brothers, you will be 
a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the 
words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you 
have followed.
2 Timothy 1:13–14
Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have 
heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. [14] By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, 
guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 



Ezekiel 34:11–12
For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I 
myself will search for my sheep and will seek 
them out. [12] As a shepherd seeks out his 
flock when he is among his sheep that have 
been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, 
and I will rescue them from all places where 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds 
and thick darkness. 



So What?
If Jesus is our Shepherd then we are free to confess 
that we have no idea what we are doing.

If Jesus is our Shepherd then we can trust that there 
is not a “point of no return” in our life journey.

If Jesus is our Shepherd then we can temper our 
expectations of our earthly pastors with biblical 
realism.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•The visible church is where you will find Christ’s kingdom on earth, and to disregard the kingdom is to 
disregard its King. – Michael Horton

•The Greek word for good used in John 10 is kalos, and it means more than “good” as opposed to “bad.” It 
has the idea of “beautiful” as well as “good.” So a classical Greek scholar, E.V. Rieu, translated the 
statement of Christ as, “I am the shepherd, the Shepherd Beautiful.” – Ajith Fernando

•The church is not perfect, but woe to the man who finds pleasure in pointing out her imperfections! Christ 
loved his church, and let us do the same. I have no doubt that the Lord can see more fault in his church 
than I can; and I have equal confidence that he sees no fault at all. Because he covers her faults with his 
own love-that love which covers a multitude of sins; and he removes all her defilement with that precious 
blood which washes away all the transgressions of his people. – Charles Spurgeon

•Our Good Shepherd has become the model for under-shepherds. His great concern is the good of the 
sheep. A good shepherd gives himself to the sheep. A thief comes to get something form the flock – wool 
or mutton. Jesus our Lord made every personal claim subservient to the blessing of his flock; even to giving 
His life that they might live. – Walter Chantry



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Greg shared how often (even as a pastor) he views the church too casually. Can you relate to 
this? Why do you think its easy to lose some of the “wonder and majesty” of the church?

2- Read Revelation 2:1. Jesus is described as doing what exactly? (look for the “action verb”). 
How can this simple image radically impact our view of the importance of the church?

3- Greg said there has only ever been one pastor who did not let us down in some way- Jesus! 
Think of some pastors (not at CFC of course!) who have let you down. What are the dangers of 
putting too much hope and trust in a human leader?

4- If Jesus is truly the “pastor” of CFC, how should this shape our own assessment of what the 
church is doing well and what the church is doing poorly? In other words- how should we 
“grade” CFC in light of Jesus’ role to lead us?

5- Share some of the specific ways the thought of Jesus as our “shepherd” speaks to you.


