


John 7:2–4
Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. [3] So 
his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to 
Judea, that your disciples also may see the works 
you are doing. [4] For no one works in secret if he 
seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, 
show yourself to the world.” 

John 7:5
For not even his brothers believed in him. 



James 1:1
James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,

James 2:1
My brothers, show no partiality as you 
hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory. 



Matthew 5:10 
Blessed are those 
who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

James 1:2        
Count it all joy, my 
brothers, when you 
meet trials of 
various kinds.

Matthew 5:22       
But I say to you that 
everyone who is 
angry with his 
brother will be liable 
to judgment;

James 1:20            
the anger of man 
does not produce 
the righteousness 
of God.



Matthew 7:7        
Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, 
and you will find; 
knock, and it will be 
opened to you.

James 1:5                  
If any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask 
God, who gives 
generously to all 
without reproach, and it 
will be given him

Matthew 5:7   
Blessed are the 
merciful, for they 
shall receive mercy.

James 2:13        
judgment is without 
mercy to one who has 
shown no mercy. Mercy 
triumphs over 
judgment.



Matthew 5:9  
Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for 
they shall be called 
sons of God.

James 1:5                 
And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown 
in peace by those 
who make peace.

Matthew 5:34                 
But I say to you, Do not 
take an oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne 
of God, or by the earth, for 
it is his footstool, or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city 
of the great King.

James 2:13                    
But above all, my brothers, 
do not swear, either by 
heaven or by earth or by 
any other oath, but let your 
‘yes’ be yes and your ‘no’ be 
no, so that you may not fall 
under condemnation.



Luke 6:40
A disciple is not above his teacher, but 
everyone when he is fully trained will be 
like his teacher.



James 2:18–19
But someone will say, “You have faith and I 
have works.” Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works. 

You believe that God is one; you do well. 
Even the demons believe—and shudder! 



“Know-It-All” Believer

Intellectual Relational Vocational

Having, mastered theology, Bible 
knowledge and church history, she 
can’t maintain one healthy 
relationship. She also has trouble 
effectively communicating his 
knowledge in a way that serves 
other people.



“Everyone’s Best Friend” 
Believer

Intellectual Relational Vocational

Incredibly effective with people-
everyone wants to be around him. 
But for all of his love for people he 
has a hard time helping someone 
understands what the Bible says 
about Jesus’ deity or how a person 
can grow spiritually.



“Get It Done Right” Believer

Intellectual Relational Vocational

This guy just rocks the “church 
skills” game. He can lead a 
meeting, pray in public, organize 
a ministry event or lead a 
devotion. He sadly knows very 
little about the Bible or how to 
genuinely love and serve people.



The Balanced Believer

Intellectual Relational Vocational

The entire person (mind, heart, 
skills/talents) is being 
transformed into something 
more Christ-like, more useful to 
the church and the kingdom of 
God in the world.



So What?
If Jesus Is Our Teacher then we really can't "wing it" 
through life. (Implication- we don't know how to live 
without him telling us how to)
If Jesus Is Our Teacher then we can start asking 
ourselves diagnostic questions about our spiritual 
progress.
If Jesus is Our Teacher then we can fall in love with 
the Bible afresh.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The 
greatest teacher inspires. – William Ward

•Read through the Gospels, and you quickly conclude that Jesus was a dynamic, remarkably effective 
teacher. Never boring, always stimulating. Never obtuse, always clear. Never pompous or distant, 
always personal and lovingly concerned.– Roy Zuck

•He never entered a classroom as we know a classroom. He never had a degree as we understand 
an educational degree, yet all the world was his classroom. No degreed teacher did anything greater 
than what Jesus Christ did. He was truly and absolutely the Master Teacher and the greatest teacher 
of all time. – Ray Pritchard

•We will never become truly spiritual by sitting down and wishing to become so. – Phillips Brooks



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- What do you think it was like for James- the half-brother of Jesus, when he eventually 
realized that Jesus was in fact the son of God? Do you think he experienced guilt, regret, fear, 
etc… when he reflected back on their childhood?

2- James is heavily dependent on the sermon on the mount. Take some time to look over 
Matthew 5-7. Why do you think this is considered Jesus’ greatest sermon- perhaps the greatest 
sermon ever preached?

3- When you think of Jesus, do you think of him as your Teacher? What benefits come to you
when you think of him in this way? How should this impact your regular reading of the Bible?

4- Look at the three examples of believers (know-it-all, everyone’s best friend, get it done right). 
Do you gravitate to one of these more than others? If Jesus is teaching us for transformation 
(not just information), how can we help each other experience the kind of change Jesus intends 
for us to experience?


