


Philippians 1:15-26                                                
Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but 
others from good will. [16] The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 
gospel. [17] The former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my 
imprisonment. [18] What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and 
in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, [19] for I know 
that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 



[20] as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will 
not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as 
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life 
or by death. [21] For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. [22] If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. [23] I 
am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better. [24] But to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 



[25] Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the 
faith, [26] so that in me you may have ample cause to 
glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 



Psalm 68:3 But the righteous shall be glad; 
they shall exult before God; they shall be 
jubilant with joy! 

Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart. 



[20] Christ will be honored in my body

[18] Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice
[18] Yes, and I will rejoice

[21] For to me to live is Christ
[21] and to die is gain.
[23] My desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
[23] for that is far better. 
[25] for your progress and joy in the faith
[26] ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus



[21] For to me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain.



Colossians 3:3-4[3] For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
[4] When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 



[23] I am hard pressed between the 
two. My desire is to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better. 
[24] But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account. 



Philippians 1:23                                               
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better.

Luke 23:43
And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 

2 Corinthians 5:8
Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. 



Philippians 3:4–7                                          
though I myself have reason for confidence in the 
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: [5] circumcised 
on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the 
law, a Pharisee; [6] as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. [7] But whatever gain I had, I counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. 



Philippians 3:8-9                                               
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ [9] and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith—



Though I myself have reason for confidence in the 
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more 
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; 
Translation:                                                                   
I am from the RIGHT side of the tracks, born into 
the right family, at the right time, with the right 
privileges.



Though I myself have reason for confidence in the 
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more 

as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of 
the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless.  

Translation:                                                           
I have done all the RIGHT things, and I know what I 
need to pursue to make my life excellent.



√



Philippians 3:8
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ

Paul’s impressive resume and accomplishments looked 
like dung compared to knowing Jesus as his Lord.



So What?
If Jesus is our treasure then we are free to let go of 
bogus accomplishments.

If Jesus is our treasure then death is nothing but a 
doorway to indescribable joy.

If Jesus is our treasure then all of life is an 
opportunity to brag about him.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•In this day of universal apprehension when men's hearts are failing then for fear of those things that are 
coming upon the earth, we Christians are strategically placed to display a happiness that is not of this world 
and to exhibit a tranquility that will be a little bit of heaven here below. – A. W. Tozer

•I live only to serve him, only to commune with him. I have no conception of life apart from him. – J. B. 
Lightfoot

•Oh, to think of heaven without Christ! It is the same thing as thinking of hell. Heaven without Christ! It is 
day without the sun, existing without life, feasting without food, seeing without light. It involves a 
contradiction in terms. Heaven without Christ! Absurd. It is the sea without water, the earth without its 
fields, the heavens without their stars. There cannot be a heaven without Christ. He is the sum total of 
bliss, the fountain from which heaven flows, the element of which heaven is composed. Christ is heaven 
and heaven is Christ.– Charles Spurgeon

•Christ is the desire of nations, the joy of angels, the delight of the Father. What solace then must that soul 
be filled with, that has the possession of Him to all eternity! - John Bunyan



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Greg talked about the Mongoose bike he begged his parents for as a kid- asking “Where is it 
now?” Can you remember something you wanted so much when you were young but have no 
idea what ever happened to it? 

2- Paul says that he is in a dilemma that most of us (if we’re honest) don’t often feel. To stay in 
this life or die and go to heaven? Why do you think that staying in this life is so attractive to us?
What does it take to persuade us that heaven is ”better by far?”

3- If a child was asked “Why do you love Jesus?” The answer “because he died for my sins” is 
good. But as we grow spiritually and chronologically, how can we elaborate on that answer? In 
other words, what other things do we grow to love about Jesus as we age?

4- What are some practical ways we could encourage someone who isn’t “feeling” the “Jesus is 
my treasure” thing? Remember- it’s ok that we don’t always “feel” it since he is our treasure no 
matter what.


