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Philippians 1:15-26                                         
Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, 
but others from good will. [16] The latter do it out 
of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense 
of the gospel. [17] The former proclaim Christ out of 
selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict 
me in my imprisonment. [18] What then? Only that 
in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ 
is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will 
rejoice, [19] for I know that through your prayers 
and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will 
turn out for my deliverance, 



[20] as it is my eager expectation and hope that I 
will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage 
now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. [21] For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. [22] If I am to live in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I 
shall choose I cannot tell. [23] I am hard pressed 
between the two. My desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better. [24] But to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary on your account. 



[25] Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in 
the faith, [26] so that in me you may have ample 
cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming 
to you again. (ESV)



Psalm 68:3 But the righteous shall be glad; 
they shall exult before God; they shall be 
jubilant with joy! 

Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart. 



[20] Christ will be honored in my body

[18] Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice
[18] Yes, and I will rejoice

[21] For to me to live is Christ
[21] and to die is gain.
[23] My desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
[23] for that is far better. 
[25] for your progress and joy in the faith
[26] ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus



Philippians 1:15-26                                      
Some indeed preach Christ from envy and 
rivalry, but others from good will. [16] The 
latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here 
for the defense of the gospel. [17] The former 
proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not 
sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my 
imprisonment. 



These were not heretics, like those in Corinth 
whom Paul severely denounced; nor were they 
Judaizers, like those of Galatia who preached 
another gospel. These were third-rate preachers 
who, out of sheer jealousy and enmity, took 
advantage of Paul’s imprisonment to draw 
attention to themselves.
– Stephen Olford



[18] What then? 

Only that in every way, whether in pretense 
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in 
that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,



God can use unscrupulous televangelists, money-
grubbing radio preachers, and sophisticated but 
unbelieving clergy to communicate his truth. The 
work is God’s, and when we find ourselves 
surrounded by unfaithful people of the church who 
do not respond to our pleas that they mend their 
ways, our joy will remain intact if we remember that 
God is in control and that wherever Christ is 
preached, God can advance the gospel. 
– Frank Thielman



Mark 9:38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw 
someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”

[39] But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one 
who does a mighty work in my name will be able 
soon afterward to speak evil of me. 



1 Corinthians 15:11 
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach 
and so you believed. 



[20] but that with full courage now as 
always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death.



Romans 12:1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship.



In this day of universal apprehension when 
men's hearts are failing then for fear of those 
things that are coming upon the earth, we 
Christians are strategically placed to display a 
happiness that is not of this world and to 
exhibit a tranquility that will be a little bit of 
heaven here below. 

– A. W. Tozer



[21] For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain.



Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me. 



I live only to serve Him, only to commune 
with Him. I have no conception of life apart 
from Him. 
– J. B. Lightfoot



[21] For to me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain.



Colossians 3:3-4[3] For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
[4] When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 



[23] I am hard pressed between the 
two. My desire is to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better. 
[24] But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account. 



[25] Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in 
the faith, [26] so that in me you may have ample 
cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my 
coming to you again. (ESV)



The perfect church service would be one we 
were almost unaware of; our attention would 
have been on God.  
– C. S. Lewis


