
The Right Kind
Of Fear



Why do your vacation spots 
occupy such a place in your 

mind all year?



Why do your vacation “spots” 
occupy such a place in your 

mind all year?

Have you ever considered that 
your “spot” is telling you 

something about yourself?



Those who trust in the LORD are 
like Mount Zion, which cannot 
be moved, but abides forever.

Psalm 125:1  ESV



As the mountains surround 
Jerusalem, so the LORD 
surrounds his people, from 
this time forth and forevermore.

Psalm 125:2  ESV





For the scepter of wickedness 
shall not rest on the land 
allotted to the righteous, lest the 
righteous stretch out their hands 
to do wrong.

Psalm 125:3  ESV



Whoever sows injustice will 
reap calamity, and the rod of 
his fury will fail.

Proverbs 22:8  ESV



Do not be deceived: God is not 
mocked, for whatever one 
sows, that will he also reap.

Galatians 6:7  ESV



Do good, O LORD, to those who 
are good, and to those who are 
upright in their hearts! 

Psalm 125:4   ESV



But those who turn aside to their 
crooked ways the LORD will lead 
away with evildoers! Peace be 
upon Israel!

Psalm 125:5  ESV



Do good to Zion in your good 
pleasure; build up the walls 
of Jerusalem

Psalm 51:18  ESV



Those who trust in the 
LORD are like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but 
abides forever.

Psalm 125:1  ESV



By faith Abraham obeyed when 
he was called to go out to a 
place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance. And he went out, 
not knowing where he was going. 

Hebrews 11:8  ESV



By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign 
land, living in tents with Isaac 
and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. 

Hebrews 11:9  ESV



For he was looking forward to 
the city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder 
is God. 

Hebrews 11:10  ESV



I walked across an empty land; I knew the 
pathway like the back of my hand
I felt the earth beneath my feet; sat by the river, 
and it made me complete

Oh, simple thing, where have you gone?
I'm getting old, and I need something to rely on
So tell me when you're gonna let me in
I'm getting tired, and I need somewhere to begin

Somewhere only we know- Keane



You make known to me the 
path of life; in your presence 
there is fullness of joy; at 
your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore.

Psalm 16:11 ESV



Takeaway Thought-
All of our deepest longings are 
satisfied in God’s presence.



Community Group Quotes
- There is a false trust in Zion, a trust that does not go beyond the mere city or presumes on the 
commitment of God to preserve the city. – James Montgomery Boice

- The mountains around the holy city, though they do not make a circular wall, are, nevertheless, set 
like sentinels to guard her gates. God doth not enclose his people within ramparts and bulwarks, 
making their city to be a prison; but yet he so orders the arrangements of his providence that his saints 
are as safe as if they dwelt behind the strongest fortifications. – Charles Spurgeon

-If evil were to prevail, it might be an occasion for some of the godly to be tempted, to lose heart, and 
to fall away. For the sake of God’s people, wickedness must come to an absolute end!. – Willem 
VanGemeren

-It is important to notice the difference between the writer’s prediction of God’s sure judgment on the 
wicked and his petition for blessing on the righteous. He does not need to ask that the wicked will be 
judged, because their judgment is certain, sometimes sooner than either we or they expect! – James 
Montgomery Boice

Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in thee. – Augustine



Community Group Questions
1- What was your favorite vacation spot as a child? Why did it hold such a cherished place in 
your heart? What is your  favorite childhood memory in general. What made it special? Why 
couldn’t it last?

2- Look at Psalm 125:1-2. What is it about Jerusalem that the song writer is longing for? Can 
you relate? How might you phrase this longing to someone today?

3- Read Psalm 125:3. Just a cursory glance at Israel’s history shows that a lot of wickedness 
took place in God’s city. Why is the promise that there WON’T be a scepter of wickedness so 
boldly stated?

4- Jerusalem means “city of peace.” In what ways do people long for this experience today? 

5- Takeaway Thought- All of our deepest longings are satisfied in God’s presence. Psalm 16:11 
makes this theme clear. What other passages in the Bible have a similar theme?

6- What is a practical step you could take this week toward God that would help you connect 
your deepest longings to his presence?


