
Something Has To Change:

Our Disguise



1 John 3:1
See what kind of love the Father has 
given to us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him.



2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.



1 John 3:11
See what kind of love the Father has 
given to us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know 
us is that it did not know him.



2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.



“in Christ” used 82 times as in 

2 Corinthians 5:17                                
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creation. 



“in him” occurs 20 times as in

Ephesians 1:7                                                     
In him we have redemption through his 

blood



“with Christ” used 12 times as in 

Colossians 3:3                                    
For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God.



“with him” occurs 12 times as in

2 Timothy 2:11                                       
The saying is trustworthy, for: If we 

have died with him, we will also live 
with him;







We are God’s children by spiritual birth

John 1:12–13
But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, [13] who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God.



We are God’s children by adoption

Romans 8:15
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•God became man to turn creatures into sons: not simply to produce better men of the old kind but to 
produce a new kind of man. – C. S. Lewis

•Saving faith is the cry of a new creature in Christ. And the newness of the new creature is that it has a new 
taste. What was once distasteful or bland is now craved. Christ Himself has become a Treasure Chest of 
holy joy. The tree of faith grows only in the heart that craves the supreme gift that Christ died to give: not 
health, not wealth, not prestige, but God! – John Piper

•If our identity is in our work, rather than Christ, success will go to our heads, and failure will go to our 
hearts. – Tim Keller

•You see, the verdict is in. And now I perform on the basis of the verdict. Because [God] loves me and He 
accepts me, I do not have to do things just to build up my resume. I do not have to do things to make me 
look good. I can do things for the joy of doing them. I can help people to help people - not so I can feel 
better about myself, not so I can fill up the emptiness. – Tim Keller



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Since we’re talking about disguises…what’s the best one you have dressed up– as a kid for fun, 
Halloween etc…? 

2- Why do you think it is so tempting to “wear a disguise” among our church friends? Why do we often 
downplay our actual condition and work so hard at feigning another?

3- Read 1 John 3:1. Apparently being called God’s child is a big deal- John sets it up pretty boldly. But why 
is that a hard truth to present in our culture. In other words, what is the normal reaction people have when 
they hear they are God’s children? Why is it such a big deal?

4- Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. What does it mean to be a new creation? How is this different than just being a 
person who practices some new religious behaviors?

5- Imagine for a moment- what would a church look like if people truly lived like they had a new identity in 
Christ? How would this impact the way we talk about our failures? Our successes? Our fears and concerns?


