
STORY TELLING
The Parables of 

Jesus



Luke 18:9-14
He also told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and treated 
others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; 
I give tithes of all that I get.’ 



13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell 
you, this man went down to his house justified, 
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted.”



He	also	told	this	parable	to some	who	trusted	in	
themselves that	they	were	righteous,	and	treated	
others	with	contempt:

Proverbs	30:12	There	are	those	who	are	clean	in	
their	own	eyes but	are	not	washed	of	their	filth.



Romans 14:10 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? 
Or you, why do you despise your brother? 
For we will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God;



10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
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11 The	Pharisee,	standing	by	himself,	prayed	thus:	
‘God,	I	thank	you	that	I	am	not	like	other	men,	
extortioners,	unjust,	adulterers,	or	even	like	this	
tax	collector.



We are all naturally self-righteous. It is the 
family-disease of all the children of Adam. 
From the highest to the lowest we think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought to do. We 
secretly flatter ourselves that we are not so 
bad as some, and that we have something to 
recommend us to the favor of God.
– J. C. Ryle



12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of 
all that I get.’



Leviticus 23:26-27 And the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, “Now on the tenth day of this seventh month is 
the Day of Atonement. It shall be for you a time of 
holy convocation, and you shall afflict yourselves and 
present a food offering to the Lord.

Deuteronomy 14:22-23 You shall tithe all the yield of 
your seed that comes from the field year by year  …you 
shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of 
your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that 
you may learn to fear the Lord your God always



God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.’



He glances at God, but contemplates himself 

- Alfred Plummer



‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men,



13 But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’



Psalm 51:1-2                                                         
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. [2] Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin! 

[3] For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me.

[4] Against you, you only, have I sinned and done 
what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in 
your words and blameless in your judgment. 



The virus of sin lies in its opposition to God: 
the psalmist's sense of sin towards others 
rather tended to increase the force of this 
feeling of sin against God. All his wrong doing 
centred, culminated, and came to a climax, at 
the foot of the divine throne. To injure our 
fellow men is sin, mainly because in so doing 
we violate the law of God.

- Charles Spurgeon



14 I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified, rather than the other. 

Legally, irrevocably, eternally declared by God to 
be in a right (just) standing with him.



and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith- Philippians 3:9

And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification
and redemption – 1 Corinthians 1:30

we know that a person is not justified by works of the 
law but through faith in Jesus Christ - Galatians 2:16



Romans 10:3                                                             
For, being ignorant of the righteousness 
of God, and seeking to establish their 
own, they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness. 



We are not justified by the righteousness 
that Christ works in us, but by the 
righteousness that Christ is for us. 

– John Piper



Let us leave the whole passage with a deep sense 
of the great encouragement it affords to all who 
feel their sins, and cry to God for mercy in Christ's 
name. Their sins may have been many and great. 
Their prayers may seem weak, faltering, 
unconnected, and poor. But let them remember 
the tax-collector, and take courage. That same 
Jesus who commended his prayer is sitting at the 
right hand of God to receive sinners. Then let 
them hope and pray on.
– J. C. Ryle


