


Luke 23:32-33
Two others, who were criminals, 
were led away to be put to death 
with him. [33] And when they came 
to the place that is called The Skull, 
there they crucified him, and the 
criminals, one on his right and one 
on his left. 



Luke 23:39
One of the criminals who were 
hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself 
and us!”



Luke 23:40
But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 



If we are not careful we will read 
this story like 

good criminal 
vs. 

bad criminal



Matthew 27:41–43
The chief priests, with the scribes 
and elders, mocked him, saying, 
[42] “He saved others; he cannot 
save himself… [43] He trusts in 
God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him…



Matthew 27:44
And the robbers who were 
crucified with him also reviled 
him in the same way.



We are being asked to read the 
story like

Why did one of the criminals 
experience a change?



Luke 23:41
And we indeed justly, for we are 
receiving the due reward of 
our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong.”



Example of The Sinner’s Prayer 
Dear God, I know that I am a 
sinner and there is nothing that I 
can do to save myself. I confess 
my complete helplessness to 
forgive my own sin or to work my 
way to heaven. 



Example of The Sinner’s Prayer (cont)
At this moment I trust Christ alone 
as the One who bore my sin when 
He died on the cross. I believe 
that He did all that will ever be 
necessary for me to stand in your 
holy presence. 



Example of The Sinner’s Prayer (cont)
I thank you that Christ was raised 
from the dead as a guarantee of 
my own resurrection. As best as I 
can, I now transfer my trust to 
Him. I am grateful that He has 
promised to receive me despite my 
many sins and failures. 



Example of The Sinner’s Prayer (cont)
Father, I take you at your word. I 
thank you that I can face death 
now that you are my Savior. Thank 
you for the assurance that you will 
walk with me through the deep 
valley. Thank you for hearing this 
prayer. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.



Luke 23:42
And he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your 
kingdom.”



Luke 23:43
And he said to him, “Truly, I say 
to you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” 



It really is not about WHAT we 
know but WHO we know.



Why did the criminals heart 
toward Jesus change while dying 
on the cross?



Luke 23:34
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what 
they do.”



Takeaway Thought-
Jesus will rescue people who 
know they need to be rescued.



Community Group Quotes/Questions
•The default condition of our flesh is “earn it.” We enter the world in love with legalism. We 
are convinced that we can merit God’s favor. We love moralism, but we resist the gospel. 
Parents who understand this never cease preaching the gospel to themselves and their 
children. – William Farley

•I am not going to Heaven because I have preached to great crowds or read the Bible many 
times. I’m going to Heaven just like the thief on the cross who said in that last moment: ‘Lord, 
remember me.’ – Billy Graham
•However one interprets the passage, one thing is clear: where there is life, there is hope. We 
never know what transpires between the soul and God as that soul is about to enter eternity. 
– Warren Wiersbe

•The thief had nails through both hands, so that he could not work; and a nail through each 
foot, so that he could not run errands for the Lord; he could not lift a hand or a foot toward 
his salvation, and yet Christ offered him the gift of God; and he took it. Christ threw him a 
passport, and took him into Paradise. – D. L. Moody



Community Group Quotes/Questions 
(continued)

1- Imagine it’s 30 A.D. and you are reading the the Jerusalem Times. After all the front page coverage of 
the crucifixion of Jesus and the shocking events of an earthquake and eclipse, you come across a back page 
story about one of the criminals crucified with Jesus (the one who cried out to be remembered).  Not much 
information- a kid with a criminal record who- through adolescence into adulthood- made his way in the 
world by robbing, harming and cheating people. The last words he spoke at his sentencing “I hate you all! I 
curse everyone.” That’s all you know- what would most people conclude about his eternal destiny?

2- Now that you’ve thought about #1 above- how does Warren Wiersbe’s quote grab you- “However one 
interprets the passage, one thing is clear: where there is life, there is hope. We never know 
what transpires between the soul and God as that soul is about to enter eternity”?

3- Greg read an example of a lengthy “sinner’s prayer.” The fact that the criminal simply said “remember 
me” stands in stark contrast to the careful wording of such prayers. What does this tell you about 
salavation? About Jesus’ heart to save?

4- Greg shared a theory about why the criminal’s heart changed? Do you agree? Why or why not?

5- Let’s get real. If Hitler had a moment of repentance shortly before his death and Jesus forgave him- how 
would that make you feel?


